Character list
· Henry Tudor:  Son of Edmund Tudor , Earl of Richmond, and Margaret Beaufort.  The last of the House of Lancaster heirs, he was raised in exile in the Duchy of Brittany.  He had claims to the throne through both father and mother, though on his father’s side the claims were sketchy as best (his grandfather married the widow of Henry V and thus was stepfather to Henry 6). His mother, however, was the great grand daughter of John of Gaunt.  Even wit this bit of pedigree though, when he accedes Rich III on the battlefield, he gains the title of King it is primarily by sword rather than by blood. To have the legitimacy of blood, he marries 

· Princess Elizabeth:  Daughter of Edward IV and Elizabeth Woodville
· Earl of Lincoln AKA John de la Pole:  A Yorkist claimant to the throne; he traces his lineage as the offspring of yet another Elizabeth, Elizabeth of York, sister to Ed IV and wife of Edmund de la Pole; fled the Battle of Bosworth field; died in 1487 at the Battle of Stoke

· Lord Francis Lovell:  a loyal supporter of Richard III, made Lord Chamberlain shortly after Richard’s accession.  He was a chief instigator in the Lambert Simnel travesty.  He fought for Simnel at the Battle of Stoke in Ireland, was seen fleeing the battlefield, and then was never heard from again.  Francis Bacon reports in Henry 7 the rumor that Lovell lived the rest of his days in a cave or vault.  According to one account, 

“More than 200 years later, in 1708, the skeleton of a man was found in a secret chamber in the family mansion at Minster Lovell in Oxfordshire. It is supposed that Francis Lovell had hidden himself there and died of starvation” (“Love to know encyclopediea, “Francis Lovell, Viscount Lovell,” http://15.1911encyclopedia.org/ L/LO/LOVELL_FRANCIS_LOVELL_VISCOUNT.htm
· Lady Brampton: English wife of a converted Anglo-Portuguese Jew, Duarte Brandão, alias Sir Edward Brampton.  According to Ian Arthurson, author of The Perkin Warbeck Conspiracy, “more ink has been spilt on the subject of Duarte Brandão than almost any other facet of the story” (34).  Apparently there is much interest in Duarte Brandão as a spy for Portugal and a general swashbuckling figure.  He was the first Jew to be knighted in English history (by Rich III).    In any case, Warbeck’s connection was more specifically to Brandão’s wife, Lady Brampton, for whom he acted as a page and with whom he travelled from England to Portugal.  
· Earl of Warwick:  sent to the Tower of London upon Henry Tudor’s accession; the son of Edward IV’s brother, Clarence, and therefore the next in line after Richard III

· Lambert Simnel:  appeared in 1486 and claimed to be the Earl of Warwick whom rumors said had escaped from the Tower.  Simnel had been carefully groomed for his impersonation by Yorkist conspirators.  He was crowned Edward V by Yorkist supporters in Ireland.   

·  Battle of Stoke (1487)

· the Yorkists were supported by German troops sent by Margaret of Burgundy
· many of the Yorkist leaders were killed
· Simnel was captured and put to work as a scullion in Henry VII's kitchen  

· Margaret of Burgundy:  sister to Edward IV, fierce Catholic enemy of Henry Tudor
· Elizabeth Woodville:  widow of Edward IV and Henry Tudor’s mother-in-law. He had her confined to Bermondsey Abbey and her lands bequeathed to Princess Elizabeth as a way of neutralizing her power as a focal point for Yorkist conspirators.  
· Perkin Warbeck (the historical figure) 
· claimed to be Prince Richard, the brother of Edward V
· supported by Margaret of Burgundy, the kings of France and Scotland, and the Holy Roman Emperor

· England invaded in 1495, 1497 and 1498

· Married Katherine Gordon, A Scottish noble woman

· Perkin Warbeck was captured, imprisoned in London and executed in 1499
· On eve of execution, confessed to the imposture; his written confession was broadcast throughout England as messengers took it from village to village and read it aloud 

· Question of why Henry 7 went to all the trouble.  Why make Simnel a scullery maid and execute Warbeck?  
