
Economic Development and Community Partnerships 
Strategic Planning Sub-Committee 

Co-Chairs: Laura Jacobsen and George Low 
 

Minutes 
February 28, 2017 

 
Present: Josh Carroll, Nadine Hartig, Rhett Herman, Laura Jacobsen, Stephanie Jennelle, Prahlad 
Kasturi, David Ridpath 
 
Not Present: Joe Carpenter, Lawrence Davin, Sharon Gilbert, David Horton, George Low, Chris Moore, 
Jackie McNabb, Jeff Price, Benny Skeens, Susan Trageser, Skip Watts, Erik Westervelt 
 
Minutes taken by Nadine Hartig 
 

I. Approval of Minutes from 2-14-17 
 

II. Brainstorming session to develop more concrete ideas for the strategic plan: 
Academic Programs (discussion of programs offered by RU to expand educational 
opportunities and enhance the community). 

 
a. Prahlad Kasturi shared a variety of articles  

i. Clayton, A. & O’Neill, N. “Curricula Designed to Meet 21st Century 
Expectations,” Educause, www.educause.edu/research-and-publications 

ii. Transforming U.S. Workforce Development Policies for the 21st Century 
iii. “Futurework-Trends and Challenge for Work in the 21st Century: 

Executive Summary,” United States Department of Labor Office of the 
Secretary, 
www.dol.gov/oasam/programs.history/herman/futurework/execsum.htm 
 

b. The idea of having one portal (a centralized leadership and office) for all 
continuing education, interdisciplinary, and competency based programs was 
proposed. This office could be a place that could also serve as a needs assessment 
for the community for both programs and services and connect the community to 
the appropriate program/department. Also, this could serve as a link between 
funding and ideas.  
 

c. We discussed bringing in the statewide initiatives, particulary the initiative to be 
the most educated state in the nation.  

 
d. We revisted the feedback from various forums and surveys.  

 
i. ACCE program was revisted: could we be connected with this program? 

Discussed pros and cons of these connections.  
ii. Centers of Academic Excellence: discussion about what will contribute 

the value of our university. 
 



III. David Ridpath reported that the survey has been created and is sending out to the 
community economic leaders. Joe Carpenter will be sending out.  
 

IV. Next steps and assignments: think of a large goal and would capture many good ideas 
under the umbrella. We will work in small groups at our next meeting. If it possible, 
send homework (the large goal) to Laura Jacobsen.  

 
a. Meeting if you are here over break is March 7, 8-9 
b. The following meeting will be March 14, 8-9. 
c. Then, we will break into groups for additional meeting the week of March 14 to 

work on your specific idea or recommendation. 
 

V. Other business 
 

 


