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Scholar-Citizen Programming, Fall 2012 
 
Courses 

1. CORE 102, Section 3 & 6, Advanced Written and Oral Communication: 
"Music, Culture and Community," taught by Ms. Shalin Krieger.  This course 
incorporated units focused on Music and Place, and required students attend 
a series of co-curricular events including a presentation on Appalachian 
Music and history and local music “jamborees.” The final research project 
was collected and assessed in relation to three Scholar-Citizen learning 
outcomes: 

• Critically analyze different viewpoints of or theories about a contemporary 
issue using reliable sources. 

• Apply ethical reasoning to contemporary local, national, or global issues. 
• Solve problems in the context of contemporary local, national, or global 

issues. 
2. Core 201, Sect. 37, Honors and Scholar-Citizen, Topics in Critical Inquiry: 

Observing Your World 
Taught by Dr. Melinda Wagner, Department of Sociology.  This course 
focused on the preparation to be a Scholar-Citizen by learning skills of 
observation, interviewing, and movie-making that can help communities 
preserve their heritage and plan for the future.  This course was extended in 
to Spring 2013 semester for qualified students who chose the SC section of 
CORE 202.   

Course Projects 
• Kindergarten and First Grade Art Intervention, McHarg Elementary, 

Radford, VA. This project impacted over 250 local elementary school children 
and utilizes RU Art Education Students as mentors. The art education 
students traveled to McHarg on Thursdays and Fridays, and each day they 
ran (3) 45 minute sessions with 36 children.  Each student teacher was in 
charge of 6 elementary students.   As a pre-teaching experience, the 6 RU 
students worked with Dr. Bay to design and implement weekly therapeutic art 
interventions that engage children of varying levels of psycho social and 
physical development and that focus on raising social skills, improving self-
esteem, and developing  fine & gross motor skills.  The RU Students in their 
turn gained first-hand experience working with a diverse population including 
children of various cognitive levels as well as of diverse socio-economic 
backgrounds.  In addition, they gained experience in team teaching, 
collaborative problem-solving, and class room management.  Their journals 
asked them to reflect on the challenges facing public schools and the role of 
art education, as well as the ethical and practical dimensions of relationships 
between universities and local school programs. 

• Adaptive Fishing Program for Riversway Adventure Center.   This grant 
supported 6 ESHE students work with Riversway Adventure Center in Bristol 
VA for the purpose of providing an adaptive fishing experience for 
participants with disabilities through the Riversway program.  Students had 
the opportunity to learn adaptive outdoor recreation techniques while serving 
the community. 

 
Co-Curricular 
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• Fall Semester College Affordability Speaker Series, Office of Provost.   
§ October 3, 2012: Rudy Fichtenbaum, "What's Behind the Cost of 

Higher Education at Public Universities."  Fichtenbaum is the 
current president of the American Association of University Professors 
and a professor of economics at Wright State University. 

§ November 1, 2012:  Robert Archibald and David Feldman, 
"College Cost, Tuition and Affordability: A Review of the 
Evidence." Archibald and Feldman are co-authors of “Why Does 
College Cost So Much?” Archibald is chancellor professor of 
economics and Feldman is chair of the economics department at the 
College of William and Mary. 

§ November 13, 2013:  Andy Kroll: "The Stories We Tell about 
College Affordability.” Kroll is an investigative journalist living in 
Washington, D.C. He works for “Mother Jones” magazine and is an 
associate editor at TomDispatch.com. 

• Waldron College Interdisciplinary Symposium.  The SCI program 
supported part of a day-long interdisciplinary symposium at Waldron College.  
The interdisciplinary symposium moves beyond the boundaries of a regular 
classroom setting, allowing dialogue between students who do not interact 
while in school, but will be professionally interdependent after graduation. 
Students participating in the Interdisciplinary Symposium analyzed their own 
theoretical and academic underpinnings, as well as those of the 
interdisciplinary ‘team members’ in their group, to arrive at optimal 
therapeutic approaches to a 3 year old child with CP. Students were guided 
to negotiate which health care discipline would be responsible for each of the 
many needs of the child and family, for health, education, and social 
wellbeing. Issues such as health care access and allocation in rural areas, 
healthcare reimbursement, and education will be grappled with in the small 
groups. Application of both clinical and ethical reasoning skills during the 
interdisciplinary exchange was required due to the complex nature of the 
case, which involves a single-male-parent, economically disadvantaged 
household. Once the students developed their team approach, they viewed 
the work of the other interdisciplinary groups, and subsequently engage in 
self-evaluation of their own work in light of others’ solutions. The pre- and 
post- symposium assessment offered students the opportunity to reflect on 
and communicate how well they were prepared academically to engage in 
the interdisciplinary group work and effectively address the medical, 
educational, social, and ethical needs of this client. Discipline Mentors and 
Faculty Group Moderators will be supporting and guiding student 
engagement during the process. 

• Peer Educators to the 2012 BACCHUS General Assembly Conference. A 
Scholar-Citizen student travel grant supported 7 peer educators’ students’ 
attendance at the 2012 BACCHUS General Assembly Conference, hosted by 
the BACCHUS Network, a university and community based network focusing 
on comprehensive health and safety initiatives. It is the mission of this non-
profit organization to actively promote student and young adult based, 
campus and community-wide leadership on healthy and safe lifestyle 
decisions concerning alcohol abuse, tobacco use, illegal drug use, unhealthy 
sexual practices and other high risk behaviors. 
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• Being Successful through Engagement and Education Now at VEPERD.  
The RU student initiative SEEN (Successful through Engagement and 
Education Now), the Department of Exercise, Sport, and Health Education 
with eth help of the SCI sent 50 students to the Virginia Association for 
Physical Education, Recreation, and Dance (VAHPERD) Convention in 
Roanoke. 

 
Scholar-Citizen Programming, Spring 2013 
 
Courses 

1. CORE 102, Sections 15, 31, and 57, "Student Action and Social Change," 
Taught by Dr. Michele Ren (Sect 28) and her teaching team, Mr. Tom Gaffney 
(Sect 15), and Ms. Julianna Jones (Sect 57).  CORE 102 at RU is designed to 
develop students’ writing and speaking skills with emphasis on logic and 
information literacy (how to use emerging technologies, library databases, etc.). 
Students will learn to recognize arguments, to evaluate sources and to 
form/support claims. In these S-C sections of CORE 102, we will begin by 
analyzing various student organizations and/or movements that have tried to 
contribute positively to the world around us. We will then turn our attention 
towards how we might use the resources available to us at RU in order to do the 
same. Students will produce an analysis of a student movement or organization, 
and a researched argument about how skills learned in CORE 102 might help 
them to contribute to a particular local or global cause. Preliminary data about 
said cause will be presented in a poster session at the annual 
Undergraduate/Graduate Engagement Forum. 

2. CORE 102, "Active Minds, Active Citizens," Taught by Dr. Frank 
Napolitano.  Further development of students’ writing and speaking skills with 
attention to applied critical thinking and information literacy.   The course will 
introduce students to basic elements of reasoning and critical thinking and their 
use in persuasive communication.  Students will develop competency in 
information literacy and will learn the basic mechanics of public speaking by 
making oral presentations.  

3. SOCY 486, "Engaging the Community" (3), Taught by Dr. Mary LaLone, TR 2:00-
3:15.  Learn the most effective community-based approaches, methods, and 
career skills for successfully partnering with community groups to carry out 
applied research in community development, social services, health care, 
education, environmental action, heritage preservation, and more topics tailored 
to student interests. Includes a 3-4 week experience in which you apply your 
skills to assist a community organization, the Wilderness Road Regional Museum 
(http://www.newriverheritage.org/members-wildernessroad.htm), engaging in 
student-community collaborative brainstorming and problem-solving. Excellent 
career training and resume-building Scholar-Citizen class. 

4. WMST 101, Sections and 1 & 2, Taught by Dr. Michele Ren. Study the concept 
of gender and its links to women's issues both at home and abroad. In addition to 
the required essays on course materials, which will ask students to relate 
feminist texts to their own experiences and perceptions, students will be asked to 
apply theories about women and gender learned in the classroom to at least 3 
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women's history month events, an interview with/profile of an older woman, and a 
cultural artifact (via classroom presentation plus RU women's studies blog post). 

5. Honors/Scholar-Citizen CORE 202, Topics in Ethical Inquiry: Floyd County 
Place-Based Education Oral History Project, Taught by Dr. Melinda Wagner, R 
11:00-1:45. Prepare to be a Scholar-Citizen by practicing sociological skills of 
observation, interviewing, and movie-making in Spring 2013 CORE 202 where 
you will mentor Floyd County High School students in a place-based education 
project focused on interviewing community elders and producing movies about 
their lives. 
  

6. PHIL 366, The US, France, and Their 18th Century Revolutions:  The Citizen 
Scholar View, Taught by Dr. Joe Jones.  This course addresses the intellectual 
origins of the Constitution of the United States.  Using conservative (Forrest 
McDonald) and mainstream (Gordon Wood) authors, students will be given the 
opportunity to place the founding fathers in their social, political, historical and 
intellectual place in the eighteenth century.  Basic notions necessary to 
understand the Constitution, such as republicanism and/or freedom, will be 
defined, explained, and also placed in context.  Just prior to Spring Break, 
students will have the opportunity to visit the Anderson House in Washington, 
DC, home to the Society of the Cincinnati, where a guest lawyer/lecturer will 
explain the purpose of the society and the relationship between France and the 
United States during the American Revolution. 

 

Course Projects 
• Kindergarten and First Grade Art Intervention, McHarg Elementary, 

Radford, VA. This project impacts over 250 local elementary school children 
and utilizes RU Art Education Students as mentors. The art education 
students travel to McHarg on Thursdays and Fridays, and each day they run 
(3) 45 minute sessions with 36 children.  Each student teacher is in charge of 
6 elementary students.   As a pre-teaching experience, the 6 RU students 
work with Dr. Bay to design and implement weekly therapeutic art 
interventions that engage children of varying levels of psycho social and 
physical development and that focus on raising social skills, improving self-
esteem, and developing  fine & gross motor skills.  The RU Students in their 
turn gain first-hand experience working with a diverse population including 
children of various cognitive levels as well as of diverse socio-economic 
backgrounds.   In addition, they gain experience in team teaching, 
collaborative problem-solving, and class room management.  Their journals 
ask them to reflect on the challenges facing public schools and the role of art 
education, as well as the ethical and practical dimensions of relationships 
between universities and local school programs. 

• Dance 311 students participate in an evening of reflection and dialogue 
about the role of the arts in grappling with public trauma. Students are 
invited to remember and reflect on our challenging current events at a video 
presentation of Empty Sky: The  Rising, a dance/theatre experience 
choreographed in 2005 by RU Assistant Professor of Dance Bob Boross.  A 
high quality video of the evening length piece, which is danced to a score of 
twelve songs by rock composer Bruce Springsteen, will be shown in the 
Bonnie Auditorium on Tuesday, January 29, 2012, from 7-9pm.  The piece 



	   5	  

explores hardships endured by many as a result of the events of September 
11, but its theme of loss and longing is relevant to the questioning of faith that 
results from any catastrophic event.  The showing will be followed by a 
question and answer session with Professor Boross. 

• "Count Me in Math Night":  This fun, shared experience will promote family 
involvement in math. RU student teachers from 3 Roanoke elementary 
schools will plan and implement a family math night to familiarize parents with 
the math curriculum, provide ideas and activities for supporting math skills of 
their students, and to build strong school-family partnerships. RU Student 
Teachers participating in Count Me In will explore and reflect on issues 
regarding family-school partnerships as well as develop professional skills to 
support their future work in developing family connections. The planning and 
implementation of Count Me In Family Math Night is designed to help prepare 
RU students to engage in positive and effective home/school/community 
partnerships.  

• Painting for Public Spaces:  A studio course in which students will make 
paintings that will engage the public civically, socially, or otherwise- both in 
content and context.  We will critically examine contemporary public art 
practices as we develop individual and collaborative art projects for and about 
the specific time and place in which we live. 

 
Co-Curricular 

• Dr. Martin Luther King Jr, Commemorative Celebration featuring Dr. 
Cornel West and Tavis Smiley. The 7th Annual Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. 
Celebration will give light to his mission to eradicate poverty in America. This 
year’s theme is to “Inspire. Empower. React: The Courage to Still Dream.”   
Radford University welcomes contemporary advocates -   the proactive 
intellectual great Dr. Cornell West and Political/ Community Activist, Tavis 
Smiley on Jan. 23, 2013 in Preston Hall at 6:30pm. Smiley and West are 
traveling across the US, with their Poverty Tour 2.0 to share their 
collaborative new publication, The Rich and the Rest of Us: A Poverty 
Manifesto to highlight the plight of the social economically disadvantaged. 
The Scholar-Citizen initiative is one of several organizations sponsoring this 
important event which celebrates the heart of Dr. Martin Luther King’s agenda 
to pull impoverished Americans out of their circumstance and level the 
playing field. 

• March 29, 30, & 31, 2013 (7:00 p.m.- 8:30): Vagina Monologues. In 
collaboration with the Women’s Studies Club and the Women’s Studies 
Faculty Committee, the SCI will bring a professional director to direct and 
promote the Vagina Monologues as a part of the RU V-Day 2013 
programming. This marks the fifth anniversary of an all-student and faculty 
production of VM at RU, the purpose of which is to raise awareness about 
sexual violence against women.  Donations raised as a result of the 
production will be given to the Women’s Resource Center of the New River 
Valley (90%) and to the V-Day Spotlight Organization (10%).  Since 2007, 
approximately 2500 faculty, students and community members have attended 
RU VM productions and approximately $2000 in donations have been 
collected on behalf of the Women’s Resource Center.  The event will be held 
in Hurlburt Auditorium. 
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• April 4, 2013: RU's Annual Literary Festival with Nikki Giovanni, George 
Singleton, John Pipkin, and Jeanne Larsen as moderator 

• April 25th and 26th: The Shadow Waltz.  A dance/theatre piece inspired by 
oral histories of coal mining in Appalachia and of coal miners with black lung 
disease.  This interdisciplinary dance/theatre piece weaves miners’ stories 
with dance, music, and text to reflect the history and mysterious pull of 
Appalachian coal mining. 

-  

Second Annual Civic Project 
APRIL 27, 10-2 pm, SCI  Spring Civic Projects 

Planters in the Park 

This project repaired flower boxes in Bisset Park. The boxes will be used in projects to 
help high-risk juveniles learn commitment, responsibility and self-confidence by planting 
flowers and caring for them all summer. Heart, soul and a bit of your time are the only 
things needed to help make a difference in the Radford community. 

Dig into Reading 

The theme for the Children’s Summer Reading Program this year at the Radford Public 
Library was “Dig into Reading.” Volunteers beautified the library’s garden by completing 
a raised bed and greenhouse for a weekly series sponsored by the NRV Master 
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Gardeners. Children learned about the importance of soil care, fresh vegetables and 
community involvement. 


