
Constructed-Response (Short Answer) Practice 
 
Each item below contains two errors (e.g., in grammar, usage, construction, spelling, 
capitalization, punctuation). Rewrite the text so that the errors are addressed and the original 
meaning is maintained. Your rewrite should be a single sentence. [Sample strong responses are 
on page 3.] 
 
 

1. “Oh, no! My psychology book fell behind the dresser”, cried Susan. And started trying to 
move the heavy piece of furniture. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2. I was waiting for Kenneth at the coffee shop, he comes running in and was wet from 
head to toe. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3. One of the boys are planning to walk their mom down the aisle. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

4. In the nightmare everyone has a pitchfork and were jabbing at me. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

5. Michael and Jim said “Were bringing pizza to the party.” 
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6. You must bring the form which is due on Friday, to Dr. Wallace and I. 
 
 
 
 
 

7. James, Henry, or John are on the committee, that I’m on, too. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

8. The baby was born, on November 14, 2015 which is also my birthday. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

9. Red and green peppers in a salad makes it colorful, and healthy. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

10. Whose planning to eat dinner with Tim and I? 
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Sample Strong Responses 
 

1. “Oh, no! My psychology book fell behind the dresser,” cried Susan. She started trying to 
move the heavy piece of furniture. 

 
2. I was waiting for Kenneth at the coffee shop; he came running in and was wet from 

head to toe. 
 

3. One of the boys is planning to walk his mom down the aisle. 
 

4. In the nightmare, everyone has a pitchfork and is jabbing at me. 
 

5. Michael and Jim said, “We’re bringing pizza to the party.” 
 

6. You must bring the form, which is due on Friday, to Dr. Wallace and me. 
 

7. James, Henry, or John is on the committee that I’m on, too. 
 

8. The baby was born on November 14, 2015, which is also my birthday. 
 

9. Red and green peppers in a salad make it colorful and healthy. 
 

10. Who’s planning to eat dinner with Tim and me? 
 
 
  
 
 
 



Summary 
 

• an abbreviated version of a longer piece of writing 
• states, in your own words, the main ideas of the original piece 

 
Process for Writing a Summary 
 

• Read the longer passage carefully.  
• Write down the most important ideas: 

o What is the thesis and/or conclusion? 
o What are the most important items of information, evidence, or opinion that 

support the conclusion? 
• Restate the ideas you have written down. 
• Revise: 

o Does the order of the summary make sense? 
o Have you been faithful to the ideas of the original without inserting your own 

thoughts and opinions? 
o Have you used your own words?  
o Proofread and correct grammar, mechanics (e.g., punctuation, spelling, 

capitalization), and word choice. 
 
 
 



 
 
Composition (Argument) 
 
Your 5-paragraph persuasive essay must include: 
 

• a thesis statement/claim (Which side of the argument are you taking?) – Introductory 
Paragraph 

• at least two reasons for your claim and evidence that supports your reasons  – 
Paragraph 2 and Paragraph 3 

• the opposing side’s claim/reasons/evidence and your counter-arguments to those – 
Paragraph 4 

• a conclusion that restates your claim and summarizes your reasons – Paragraph 5 
 
 



How to Sound Smarter 
(excerpts) 

from the editors of Reader’s Digest 
 
You almost never mean: Hopefully 
You almost always mean: I hope 
Why: Hopefully means in a hopeful manner. “I hope the boss lets us out early” and “Hopefully, the boss 
lets us out early” aren’t the same thing. 
 
You almost never mean: More/most importantly 
You almost always mean: More/most important 
Why:  Only if you’re a pompous blowhard do you say things importantly.  
 
You never mean: Everyone has their grammar hang-ups 
You always mean: Everyone has his or her grammar hang-ups 
Why: Everyone, everybody, and close cousin each are singular, so words that refer to them should also 
be singular. Or, since we all have our grammar hang-ups, you could just rephrase the sentence. Neither 
and either also are singular pronouns. Incorrect: “Neither of them are going to the game.” Correct: 
“Neither of them is going to the game.” Also correct: I don’t think either of them is going.” 
 
You never mean: Between you and I 
You always mean: Between you and me 
Why: Between you and I sounds fancy, but me is correct because it’s the object of the preposition 
between. In some cases you can test what is correct by taking out the other element of a compound. For 
example, “Mom gave the candy to Jack and (I or me?).” You wouldn’t say “Mom gave the candy to I,” 
but you would say “Mom gave the candy to me.” (Jack and me are objects of the verb gave.) On the other 
hand: “Jack and (I or me) ate all the candy in one night.” You wouldn’t say “Me ate the candy,” but you 
would say “I ate the candy.” Jack and I are subjects of the verb ate. 
 
You almost never mean: Assessable 
You almost always mean: Accessible 
Why: A library is wheelchair-accessible. Your house is assessable by the county that taxes it. 
 
You almost never mean: I feel badly 
You almost always mean: I feel bad 
Why: Is your sense of touch physically impaired (almost never) or are you feeling some guilt after 
screwing up (almost always)? 
 
You never mean: Equally as well or equally as important 
You always mean: Equally well or equally important 
Why: The as isn’t necessary. “I speak Latin and pig Latin equally well.” 
 
You never mean: The reason is because 
You always mean: The reason is that 
Why: The reason is that the word reason implies because.  
 
You almost never mean: I need to lay down 
You almost always mean: I need to lie down 
Why: Lay and lie are not interchangeable. Lie doesn’t require an object: “I need to lie down.” But lay 



does: “I need to lay my head down.” Confusion kicks in because of the past tense of both verbs—lie 
becomes lay; lay becomes laid. 
 
You never mean: ATM machine, PIN number 
You always mean: ATM, PIN 
Why: Redundancy (“automated teller machine machine,” “personal identification number number”) 
 
You almost never mean: Historical 
You almost always mean: Historic 
Why: In short, historic means significant (“a historic election”). But if you intend “occurring in or 
relating to history,” go with historical (“historical data” or “a historical link between the two world 
wars”). By the way, it’s never “an historic/historical event.” The vowel sound a should precede a 
consonant sound (like the hard h in historic). 
 
You never mean: The person that 
You always mean: The person who 
Why: A human is a who. Anything else (yes, including animals) is a that. 
 
You never mean: Could of 
You always mean: Could have  
Why: This error pops up because of the similar pronunciation of the contraction could’ve.  
 
You never mean: Most everyone 
You always mean: Everyone 
Why: Make up your mind: If you truly mean “every person,” use everyone. If not, say most people. 
 
You never mean: I feel nauseous 
You always mean: I feel nauseated 
Why: Nauseous means to cause nausea, as in “a nauseous odor.” Nauseated means afflicted with nausea, 
as in “That odor is making me feel nauseated.” 
 
You never mean: Very unique 
You always mean: Unique 
Why: Unique things and people are one of a kind, absolute. 
 
You never mean: Merge together 
You always mean: Merge 
Why: The phrase is redundant, as are combinations like absolute necessity, free gift, and a pair of twins 
(unless you mean two sets of twins, that is). 
 
You almost never mean: Orientate 
You almost always mean: Orient 
Why: Orientate is a word, but it means “to face east.” “The tour was designed to orient new students.” 
 
You almost never mean: Impact 
You almost always mean: Affect 
Why: Impact shouldn’t be forced into service as a verb. No: “The decision impacts everyone.” Yes: “The 
decision affects everyone.” 
 



You never mean: Off of 
You always mean: Off 
Why: Some words are perfectly fine on their own. “May I bounce an idea off you?” 
 
You almost never mean: In order to 
You almost always mean: To 
Why: See above. 
 
You never mean: Comprised of 
You always mean: Comprises 
Why: Comprises equals includes. You’d never say, “My grocery list includes of milk, eggs, and kiwis.” 
Same goes for comprises. (Use of with composed: “The sculpture is composed of wire hangers.”) 
 
You never mean: “Jane, Andrew, and myself are going…”                                                                  
You always mean: “Jane, Andrew, and I are going…” 
Why: Myself is notoriously misused for I or me, often because people are trying (too hard, it seems) to 
sound smarter. Wrong: “My husband and myself have belonged to the country club for years.” Myself is a 
pronoun best reserved for reflexive uses, when an action is directed toward the subject: “For Christmas, I 
gave myself a gift.”  

 
You don't mean: bachelors degree                                                                                                             
You always mean: bachelor's degree 
Why: Even people with degrees get this wrong. It's not a plural. It's a degree that is possessed by an 
individual who earned it. The apostrophe indicates possession (as in Tommy's supper; Jack's pail). And 
there's just one person owning it, so don't write bachelors'. But don't write Bachelor's of Arts degree. It's a 
Bachelor of Arts degree.  
 
You don't mean: I'm an IIT alumni 
You mean: I'm an IIT alumnus 
Why: Alumnus, like several other words that came from Latin, can be confusing. Alumnus is the singular, 
and the word refers only to a former male student of a school or university. A female would be an alumna, 
and the feminine plural used to be alumnae, but alumni is now accepted collectively for both men and 
women. 
 
You don't mean: he is a faculty 
You always mean: he is a member of the faculty 
Why: At a university, the faculty describes all the teachers there, not a single faculty member. 
 
 
Excerpted from: http://www.rd.com/health/wellness/how-to-sound-smarter/ 
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