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Call to Order
Mr. David A. Smith, Chair, formally called the meeting to order at 2:15 p.m. in Kyle Hall Room 340, Radford, Virginia. Mr. Smith welcomed everyone to the Student Affairs and Athletics Committee meeting.

Approval of Agenda
Mr. Smith asked for a motion to approve the September 17, 2026 meeting agenda, as published. Mr. Tyler W. Lester so moved, Ms. Callie Dalton seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

Approval of Minutes
Mr. Smith asked for a motion to approve the June 4, 2026 Student Affairs and Athletics Committee meeting minutes, as published. Mr. Tyler W. Lester so moved, Ms. Nancy Rice seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

Student Government Association (SGA) Report
Ms. Rylee Meadows, Student Government Association President, provided an update on SGA goals and priorities for the 2026-2027 academic year. She discussed the SGA retreat at Selu, which focused on leadership development, annual goal setting, team building, and strengthening SGA’s role as a voice for students.
Ms. Meadows outlined action items supporting SGA’s goal of building bridges and pathways among students, university administration, faculty, and staff. SGA plans to meet with representatives from campus clubs and organizations, Academic Deans, and President Danilowicz. Membership efforts are focused on retaining current members and filling remaining positions; 16 new members had recently been welcomed.
SGA’s legislative priorities include advancing resolutions and bills based on student feedback. Current areas of interest include syllabi and security cameras in campus parking areas. Ms. Meadows explained that SGA gathers ideas through student conversations and surveys, develops proposals through the Senate, and collaborates with administrators and faculty to move approved initiatives through university processes.
Recent engagement activities included the Opening Picnic for first-year students, annual First Day Photos, the Club Fair, Advocacy Day outreach, and ongoing SGA speeches and elections for freshman class senator. An October SGA retreat will bring new and returning members together for team building and goal setting.
In response to a question regarding parking lot cameras, Ms. Meadows shared that concerns involving vehicle theft, hit-and-run incidents, and student safety prompted the idea. The proposal remains in the exploratory stage, with surveying identified as a potential next step.
In response to a question regarding parking lot cameras, Ms. Meadows shared that concerns involving vehicle theft, hit-and-run incidents, and student safety prompted the idea. The proposal remains in the exploratory stage, with surveying identified as a potential next step.
Student Affairs Report
Dr. Tricia Smith, Interim Vice President for Student Affairs, introduced new Student Affairs leaders and provided updates on student engagement, well-being, student success, and the Division’s strategic planning work.
Dr. Smith highlighted several engagement and well-being initiatives. A guided meditation pilot in the planetarium served 112 participants and experienced significant growth over the course of the pilot; 90% of participants reported feeling calmer, more present, and mindful. Higher Ground, now in its fourth year, served 50 participants and continues to track student success metrics. Summer at Selu drew approximately 300 participants through activities including National Trails Day programming, Moonlight Madness, kayaking, and owl calling.
Radford Community Fest, held August 22 as part of Welcome Week, drew approximately 8,000 attendees, up from roughly 3,000 in its first year. The event is a partnership with the City of Radford and included multiple stages, musical performances, family activities, and community partners. Dr. Smith noted that attendance was approximately evenly divided between students and community members and that participation continues to expand across the New River Valley and beyond.
At Radford University Carilion, Star Trek continued as a traditional kickoff experience, with 36 RUC students, 10 employees, and 20 Virginia Tech Carilion participants. The Highlander Float engaged 359 participants. Dr. Smith also highlighted Family and Friends Weekend and Celebration Weekend as important engagement opportunities during the first month of the academic year.
Dr. Smith provided an update on the Healthy Minds Study. The Division has received the data and is reviewing study questions, free-response themes, and next steps. Discussion included academic impairment related to emotional or mental difficulties and food insecurity. In response to a question about food insecurity, Dr. Smith noted that approximately one-third of students experience food insecurity and discussed resources including the Highlander Pantry, partnerships with Feeding America and Feeding Southwest Virginia, refrigerator and freezer capacity, donation efforts, and the Food Recovery Network in partnership with Chartwells. Resources are available across campuses to students, faculty, and staff.

Dr. Smith also discussed the Division’s strategic plan, including a new mission and vision and continued focus on well-being, student success, and engagement experiences. Priorities include mental health and well-being education, faculty and staff training, partnerships with Academic Affairs, a common language for student success, targeted executive-functioning support, peer-to-peer training, outdoor experiences, and expanded use of impact data.
In response to a question about the growth of engagement initiatives, Dr. Smith attributed progress to setting clear goals, measuring outcomes, coordinating with Enrollment Management and other partners, and creating intentional touchpoints that help students identify and shape the experience they want at Radford.
Intercollegiate Athletics Report
Mr. Robert Lineburg, Director of Athletics, provided updates on academic excellence, coaching transitions, fall competition, Athletics initiatives, and recent NCAA developments.
Mr. Lineburg highlighted continued academic success among Radford student-athletes. Women’s Golf ranked No. 18 nationally in overall team GPA with a 3.86. Radford ranked second overall in the Big South Presidential Honor Roll, with 216 student-athletes earning a GPA of 3.0 or higher. He recognized the work of student-athlete services in supporting academic achievement.
Athletics also welcomed new leadership and coaching staff. Joe Pound was hired as head coach of Highlander Softball, joined by assistant coaches Molly Jacobson and Ramses Cordova. Cross Country and Track & Field updates included Paul Zalewski serving as interim director and the addition of Stephen Howard to the coaching staff.
Mr. Lineburg shared fall competitive updates for Women’s Soccer, Men’s Soccer, and Volleyball. Women’s Soccer was selected second in the Big South preseason poll. Men’s Soccer, under first-year head coach Andy Cormack, earned his first career win as a head coach. Volleyball was preparing to host a home tournament, with Athletics continuing efforts to increase home competitions and attendance.
An update was provided on Exit 109 Lager, a Radford-branded beer produced in partnership with alumni-owned Kindred Spirit Brewing. Mr. Lineburg recognized Mr. Cory Durand for his work on the initiative and reviewed the project timeline leading to its September launch.
Mr. Lineburg discussed NCAA developments, including the age-based eligibility model, ongoing litigation such as Wisne v. NCAA and related lawsuits, and the Protect College Sports Act currently under consideration in the U.S. Senate. In response to questions, he noted that continued litigation is expected absent broader federal legislation. Discussion also addressed roster limits and the approximately 300 student-athletes within Radford’s overall student population.
Mr. Lineburg concluded with upcoming Athletics dates and initiatives, including RAD Giving Day on September 22-23 and the Athletics Hall of Fame ceremony on October 23. The 2026 Hall of Fame class includes four inductees.

Adjournment
With no further business to come before the committee, the meeting adjourned at 3:10 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Stephanie Galyean-Goff
Executive Assistant to the
Vice President for Student Affairs
