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SPSS 18.0 Assignment 2: Describing Distributions
The second assignment is concerned primarily with describing the participants who’ve contributed data on a particular variable. With a couple of exceptions, you’re simply going to work through the material presented in Chapter’s 4 and 5 of Aspelmeier. Along the way, you’ll generate frequency distributions in the form of tables and graphs, and also generate common descriptive statistics, such as the mean and standard deviation.
Aspelmeier Chapter 4 – Frequency Distributions and Charts
· Chapter 4 begins by introducing the “College Professor” data set. If you’d like to further solidify your data entry skills, you‘re welcome to type in the data yourself. If not, the data set is available on my website on the Data Sets page. 
· Follow the instructions on page 40 to produce frequency distribution tables for both variables. SPSS generates regular frequency distributions when it displays the data in the form of a table.

· Pages 42 to 51 cover procedures for producing graphs (charts) of frequency distributions. The book shows you how to generate these charts using the Graphs pull-down menu. 
· One thing to note is that you could also ask for same histogram and bar chart graphs without leaving the Frequencies window. While in the Frequencies window, you could click on the Charts… button located in the top-right corner. Now that you’re looking at the Frequencies: Charts window, you’re able to select from the Histograms, Bar charts, and Pie charts options (but there’s no option given here for a line chart. – No respect for the line chart!).
· Once you gotten a histogram by the end of page 45, there’s something in addition I’d like to show you. Now that you’re looking at the histogram for Average Student Evaluations (range: 1-7) in your output window, double-click anywhere inside the graph. This moves the graph into a new type of window that’s referred to as a Chart Editor. The Chart Editor gives you a lot of flexibility in changing how the graph looks. In general, if you want to an aspect of the graph, double-click on that part of the graph and a set of options will appear in a second little window that pops up next to the Chart Editor. Here’s what I really want you to see…

· One particularly interesting thing to look at is what happens when you change the number of intervals in the histogram. To do this…

· Double-click on any one of the bars.  You should get a Properties window. The Properties window gives you a number of options for changing the appearance of the bars in the graph.

· Click on the Binning tab in the Properties window
· To change the number of intervals, click the Custom button in the X-Axis section of the window.

· Now make sure the Number of intervals button is checked and change the number of intervals to 5.  Click the Apply button at the bottom of the window. You should see the chart change to a histogram with five intervals.
· Which version of the frequency distribution most closely resembles a normal distribution? The chart with seven intervals or the one with five intervals? If you wanted to convince someone that the distribution was, in fact, normal, which version would you show them? 

· Change the title of the Chart to something that includes your name (e.g., Hermione’s Histogram).

· Leave the histogram with five intervals in the output window and move on in the chapter to generate a line chart, a bar chart, and a pie chart.
· Pages 51 to 54 cover procedures for displaying graphs of means and the standard deviations that go with them. This is a pretty useful tool to have.

Aspelmeier Chapter 5- Describing Distributions
· A link to the “TV Thoughts” data set is posted on the Data Sets page of my website.

· Do everything the chapter says to do, look at everything the chapter says to look at, think all the thoughts the chapter says to think, and eat all the food the chapter says to eat.
When you’re finished…

Please e-mail an attached file of your output window that contains a record of your activities over the last little while. 

