Criminal Investigation Book Study Guide

Chapter 1

1. What basic functions are performed by investigators?

2. What are res gestae statements and why are they important to investigators?

3. What should be done prior to the preliminary investigation?

4. What responsibilities are included in the preliminary investigation?

5. What are the duties of CSIs?
6. What is crime mapping? Data mining? Provide an example of each.
Chapter 2

1. What are the advantages and limitations of photographs? Videos?
2. What errors should be avoided in photographic evidence? 
3. What are the basic rules of evidence photographs must meet?

4. What purposes are served by crime scene sketching?

5. What should be sketched?

6. Explain the benefits of Computer-Assisted Drawing.  Provide examples where appropriate.

Chapter 4
1. Which constitutional amendment restricts investigative searches?

2. What is meant by “fruit of the poisonous tree” doctrine?

3. Give the court findings/rulings in the following cases:

A. Carroll

B. Chambers

C. Chimel

D. Mapp

E. Terry

4. Highlight and provide an example of the following:

A. Inevitable discovery doctrine

B. No-knock warrant

C. “Elephant in a matchbox” doctrine

Chapter 5
1. What is physical evidence?

2. How should the investigator identify evidence?

3. What is meant by a “standard of comparison”?

4. What is cross-contamination?

5. What is AFIS and what benefits may come from this technology?
6. What is a voiceprint?

7. What is DNA profiling?

8. What is forensic anthropology?

9. What is needed for evidence to be admissible in court?

Chapter 6
1. What is a cognitive interview and what is the best method to use for its success?

2. What methods are available to enhance communication?
3. What are the emotional barriers to communication?

4. What are the exceptions to the Miranda rule (i.e. when Miranda does not apply)?
5. What is the public safety exception?

6. What are some of the nonverbal cues investigators should recognize when questioning a suspect?

7. What are the approaches that may be used during an interrogation?  Provide an example of each.

8. Explain the use of deception during interrogations.

9. What is meant by a "third degree?" Provide examples.
10. What special considerations exist when questioning juveniles?

11. Explain the polygraph procedure.

12. What is the most effective method to elicit information via hypnosis?

Chapter 7
1. What is a field interrogation and when should they be conducted?

2. What is the significance of U.S. v. Ash?

3. Distinguish between criminal, geographic and racial profiling.

4. What is INTERPOL?

5. What is the best procedure for a line-up?

6. What is the significance of U.S. v. Wade?
7. What is the significance of Katz. V. U.S.?

8. What precautions should an undercover agent use?

9. What are the purpose and legal requirements of police raids?

10. What precautions should be used in conducting raids?

11. What is a nightcap provision?

12. What is the significance of Tennessee v. Garner?

Chapter 8
1. What is the basic requirement of a homicide investigation?
2. What are the four types of death?
3. Distinguish between excusable and justifiable homicide.

4. What is “suicide-by-cop/police” and what is the typical offender profile?
5. What are the most common causes of unnatural death?

6. What are the indicators of suicide? Murder?

7. Distinguish between a serial killer and mass murderer.

Chapter 9
1. Distinguish between an assault, aggravated assault and battery.  Provide an example of each.
2. What are the special challenges in assault investigations?

3. Explain the cycle of violence. Provide an example of each stage.
4. What are the 3 broad categories of stalking?  Provide an example of each.
5. What are some of the signs of elder abuse?

Chapter 10
1. What factors are important in the investigation of sex offenses?

2. What special challenges are there in rape investigations?

3. What specific areas should be covered in the behavior-oriented interview of rape victims?

4. Explain the 3 types of rapist behaviors and their M.O.

5. What is Megan’s Law and do you think Megan’s Law is justified?  Explain.
Chapter 11
1. What are the challenges in investigating crimes against children?

2. What are the considerations investigators should use when interviewing a child?

3. What is MSBP? Provide an example?

4. Why is it important for an investigator to understand Osteogenesis Imperfecta and SIDS?

5. Define the following:

· Misoped

· Hebephile

6. Explain the three types of sex rings.

7. What is the most frequent type of child abduction?

8. Explain the Amber Alert. What new technologies exist to supplement the Amber Alert (by the way, the Amber Alert was created by a Radford University graduate!).
Chapter 12
1. What are home invasions?

2. What are carjackings and what are the methods often employed by carjackers?

3. Explain the Stockholm syndrome.

4. What should an investigator look for in establishing a MO for a robber?

5. How can an investigator spot a false robbery report?

Chapter 13
1. Distinguish between a robbery and a burglary.
2. What is meant by a “hit and run” burglary?

3. Distinguish between a safe and vault.

4. How would an investigator recognize a fake burglary?
5. What methods should be used to recover stolen property?

6. What is a “fence”?

Chapter 14
1. Explain “shrinkage” (don’t get nasty!).

2. What are flaggers?

3. What are the various types of agricultural theft and provide an example of each.

4. What is fraud?

5. What is property flipping?

6. Explain the most popular telephone scams and provide an example of each.

7. What are the common types of check fraud?

8. What are the different types of identity theft?

9. What are the various types of white collar crimes?
10. What is embezzlement? Provide an example.
11. What is environmental crime and provide an example?

Chapter 15
1.  What is a VIN?
2. What are the classifications/categories of motor vehicle theft and provide an example of each?

3. How does the Dyer Act help investigators?

4. How would an investigator recognize a stolen vehicle?  Provide examples.

Chapter 16
1. What are the classifications to arson?  Motives?

2. What is a fire triangle?

3. Define the following:
· Alligatoring

· Crazing

· Depth of char

· Line of demarcation

· Spalling

4. What are the indicators of arson?

5. Describe the types of common bombs.

6. What benefits do robots play in bomb investigations?

Chapter 17
1. What is a Trojan horse?
2. How are computer related crimes classified/categorzied?  Provide an example of each.
3. Explain the 3 general categories of cyber criminals.

Chapter 18
1. What are bookmaking, loan-sharking and money laundering?  Provide examples.

2. Explain asset forfeiture.
3. What is “in-custody” death?

4. What dangers do clandestine labs pose to officers?

Chapter 19
1. Distinguish between a hate crime and hate incident?  Give an example of each.
2. What significance do colors have in many cults?  Provide examples

3. What are the signs/indicators of cult activity?

4. What should an investigator note when examining animal deaths? Ritualistic deaths? Youth suicides?
5. Define a street gang.
6. Why do people join gangs?
7. What are some of the challenges in investigating gangs?
Chapter 20
1. What is the Community Protection Act?

2. What is the Contagion Effect?
