ARMS and LEGS: Surviving in the Corner

Living shapes in the corner share a remarkable similarly to life in general:

· A person with two legs can survive an attack by (running away if necessary) but one with only one leg would have trouble doing this and may not survive. A person with no legs at all would have no chance of running away to survive.

· Likewise, a person with no arms and no legs would likely perish in an attack.  With one arm the attack may be fended off until help arrives.

In Go, a corner group has the same properties:

· A group with two legs is alive.

· A group with only one leg can live, but cannot survive an attack: it lives or dies with sente.

· A group with no legs and one arm is subject to attack but may survive.

Of course, to make any sense of this then one must understand what is meant by the arms and legs of a group and this will be explained below.  However, before reading the explanation, stop and think about this. A person with all their limbs can fend off an attack (by running away if necessary).  As limbs are removed the chances of defending oneself get less and less until, with no limbs left there is nothing can be done.  The same if true in Go.
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This diagram shows the basic group with no arms or legs.  It is dead as it stands.
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This is the group with two legs.  With two legs to stand on the group is alive.

If only one leg were in place then the group would not be unconditionally alive.  Black would be able to live if he played first, but white can kill by playing first.
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Here it may appear as though black has two legs but white’s hane removes one of them and so black is reduce to one leg.  With one leg it lives or dies according to sente.  The same would be true if the hane were on the other side.

Arms come in two different varieties and each acts differently.  The first type is on a group with no legs:
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In each of these cases the extra stone on one side or the other makes all the difference.  The best white can do now is a very unfavorable ko. Black can consider himself alive.

The second type occurs when there is a leg in place already.
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In this case the way to kill black would be to hane round the leg.  But if W were to do this in this case the hane would be immediately in atari.  This makes all the difference.

