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EDUCATION 
 
1982        Ph. D.          Religious Studies                 Stanford University 
                              Concentration: American Religions 
                  Dissertation: “Through the Needle‟s Eye: Religion in the Lives of 
                                      Wealthy Colonial Americans” 
 
1977        M.A.            Religious Studies                 Vanderbilt University 
 
1975        B.A.             Religious Studies                 University of Georgia 
                                       Summa cum laude 
 
RESEARCH: Historical and field data used to describe and analyze individual religion 
 
      Publications 
 
“Twenty-first Century American Ghosts: The After-Death Communication—Therapy and Revelation 
           from beyond the Grave.” Religion and American Culture: A Journal of Interpretation. Vol. 19 (1),  

Winter 2009. Forthcoming. 
 
Book Review: Inger Furseth. From Quest for Truth to being Oneself: Religious Change in Life 

 Stories. (Peter Lang 2006, 325 pp.). Journal of Contemporary Religion Vol. 23, No. 1, January 
2008: 107–108. 
 
 
“‟There is nothing new under the sun‟: A Case Study of Contemporary Spiritual Seeking.” In  
 Handbook on the Psychology of Religion, ed. David M. Wulff, Oxford University Press,  

Forthcoming. 
 
“Religion and Coping: A Contribution from Religious Studies.” Journal for the Scientific Study 
 of Religion. Vol. 43(2004); 477-490. 
 
With Loretta Wilson. “Are these People Crazy, or What? A Rational Choice Interpretation of 
 Cults and Charisma.” Humanomics 19(2003):29-44. 
 
With Loretta Wilson. “Feminist Follies: Facing Facts at Fifty.” Women in Higher Education 
 12(May 2003):25-27. 
 
With Loretta Wilson. “A Case Study of the Interdisciplinary-Challenged: A Bridge Too 
 Far? College Teaching. Vol. 48(2000): 147-150.  
 
“„Spiritual Intelligence‟ as a Theory of Individual Religion: A Case Application.” 
 International Journal for the Psychology of Religion. Vol. 10(2000): 35-46. Invited commentary. 
 
Becoming Religious: Understanding Devotion to the Unseen. Lewisburg, PA: Bucknell 
      University Press, 1999. 
 
With Loretta Wilson.  “Was Mother Teresa Maximizing her Utility? An Idiographic 
      Application of Rational Choice Theory.” Journal for the Scientific Study of 

mailto:skwileck@runet.edu/


      of Religion 37(1998): 205-221. 
 
“„Soul-loss‟ and Religious Consolation in Two Lives.” In On Losing the Soul: Essays 
      in the Social Psychology of Religion, eds. Richard Fenn and Donald Capps, 
      pp. 170-191. Albany: SUNY Press, 1994. 
 
“The Relationship between Religious Development and Personality Development: 
      A Case Study.” Research in the Social Scientific Study of Religion 3(1991): 59-87. 
 
“Religious-Moral Development: A Case Study of Two Black Baptists.” Journal of the 
      American Academy of Religion 58(1990): 501-530. 
Contribution of Data for “Apostle Isaiah Revills,” “Bishop P.J. Welch,” and other 
     entries in Biographical Dictionary of African-American Holiness-Pentecostals, 
     ed. Sherry DuPree. Washington, DC: Middle Atlantic Regional Press, 1989. 
 
“Reply to Kahoe and Barnes.” Journal for the Scientific Study of Religion 28(1989): 
      237-240. 
 
“Personal Religious Belief Development: The „Articulate Authoritarian‟ Type.” 
     Religion 18(1988): 231-253. 
 
“A Scientific Approach to Religious Development: Proposals and a Case Study.” 
     Journal for the Scientific Study of Religion 27(1988): 307-325. 
 
“Contemporary Pentecostal Clergywomen: Female Christian Leadership, Old Style.” 
     Journal of Feminist Studies in Religion 3(1987): 57-75. 
 
“Religious Orientation and Personality: A Case Study.” Review of Religious Research 
     28(1986): 16-28. 
 
     Papers Presented 
“„Spirituality‟ and the Hereafter: The After-Death Communication.” Society for the Scientific 
 Study of Religion/Religious Research Association (SSSR/RRA) meeting, Portland, 
 OR, October 2007. 
 
With Loretta Wilson. “Cults and Charisma: A Rational Choice Interpretation.” Eastern Economics 
           Association meeting, Boston, March 2002. 
 
“„Sheilaism Up Close: A Case Study of „Spiritual‟ Development.” Society for the 
 SSSR/RRA meeting, Boston, November, 1999. 
 
With Loretta Wilson. “Why Economists Don‟t Have Friends: A Case Study of the 
       Interdisciplinary Challenged.” Virginia Association of Economists meeting, 
       Richmond, March, 1999. 
 
 With Loretta Wilson. “Is Mother Teresa Maximizing her Utility? An Idiographic 
      Application of Rational Choice Theory.” Association for Social Economics at the 
      Allied Social Science meeting, Chicago, January, 1998. 
 
“A Case Study of New Age Plausibility Maintenance: A Skeptic‟s Excommunication 
     from a Celestine Prophecy Workshop.” SSSR/RRA meeting, Nashville, November, 
    1996. 
 
“Soul-loss and Religious Consolation in Two Lives.” Princeton Theological Seminary‟s  
      Center for Religion, Self and Society conference on “Soul-loss,” Princeton, fall 1993. Invited 
      presentation. 



 
With Lauve Steenhuisen. “Autonomy in Religion: A Study of Dimensions and Types.” 
     SSSR/RRA meeting, Washington, DC, November, 1992. 
 
“Conceptualizing Religious Development: Conventional Strategies and an Alter- 
     native.” SSSR/RRA meeting, Virginia Beach, 1990. 
 
“Suggestions for a Scientific Approach to Religious Development.” SSSR/RRA 
     meeting, Louisville, 1987. 
 
“Women Ministers: the Non-feminist Type.” SSSR/RRA meeting, Washington, DC, 
     1986. 
 
“Religious Variation in the Lives of Two Southern Black Women.” Southeastern 
     Regional meeting of the American Academy of Religion (AAR), Athens, GA, 1985. 
 
 
“Religion and Social Class in Biography.” Southeastern Regional AAR meeting,  
     Atlanta, 1983. 
 
    
 
 
Media 
Co-wrote, co-produced, and appeared in “Religion in America,” a four part series for 
 WBRA, Blue Ridge Public Television, October-November, 2000. 
 
Guest on “Religion in America” segment of “At Issue,” WBRA, December, 1999. 
 
Guest on “Why Religion?” segment of “With Good Reason,” WVTF Public Radio, July 1999. 
 
 
 
TEACHING  
  
      Positions 
1997-present      Professor of Religious Studies                   Radford University 
 
1990-1997          Associate Professor of Religious Studies   Radford Univeristy 
 
1988-1990          Assistant Professor of Religious Studies    Radford University 
 
1984-1988          Assistant Professor of Religious Studies    Florida International University 
 
1979-1980          Teaching Assistant                                     Stanford University 
 
     Courses Taught 
Introduction to Religion                                    Survey of World Religions 
Religion in Individual Life                                  Religion and Culture 
Religious Rituals                                               American [Mainline] Religions 
American Sects and Cults                                 Religion and Economics (team taught) 
Religion in Sickness, Health, & Healing            Survey of Religious Experiences           
 
     
 
AWARDS AND HONORS 



      
          2002        Nomination for Radford University Foundation Creative Scholarship Award 
          2002        Nomination for Donald N. Dedmon Professorial Award 
          2000        Radford University Foundation Grant 
          1996        Radford University Faculty Development Leave 
          1994        Radford University Faculty Development Grant 
          1992        Radford University Faculty Development Grant 
          1986        McKnight Junior Faculty Fellowship 
          1980        CBS Bicentennial Fellowship, Stanford University 
          1979        CBS Bicentennial Fellowship, Stanford Univeristy 
          1975        Phi Beta Kappa; Phi Kappa Phi, University of Georigia  
 
 
 


