MSTD 101-01: Introduction to Media Studies
Fall 2007-8
Instructor: Matthew R. Turner, Ph.D. 

E-mail: mrturner@radford.edu 

Phone: 831-6023 

Office: Porterfield 180 
Office Hours: 11am-12:30pm, Monday/Wednesday
Index Number 2801 / Cook 107 / M/W/F 2:00pm-2:50pm Fall 2007-8 

WebCT (Ct): http://webct6.radford.edu
Required Texts
John V. Pavlik and Shawn McIntosh.  Converging Media:  An Introduction to Mass Communication.  Needham Heights, MA: Allyn & Bacon, 2004.  

Additional required reading will be available on the course WebCT website.  Material may also be distributed in class as a handout.  Additionally, audio-visual material for which you will be responsible will be placed on the class WebCT page.  You should check WebCT frequently for new postings.  Any of the material posted on the WebCT page is fair game for exams and assignments. 

Course Description
This three credit hour course is a survey of media theories, systems and roles in society, particularly in the United States.  Emphasis is placed on digital media and the Internet within the context of traditional mass communication and how the Internet and digital media are transforming many aspects of traditional media.  This is a required course for all media studies students.  Another emphasis of this course is to provide students with critical skills necessary to approach, discuss, and write about the media as well as provide academic and critical tools that will be applicable to other areas and subjects outside of the course.  

Course Objectives
Students should be able to discuss and critically analyze a variety of media types so that they can become more knowledgeable and critical media users.  Students should also learn how various types of media were developed, the roles they play in the mass communication and media landscape, and what the digital transformation that is occurring means for media and for the student as a media user.  Students should be able to have informed discussions on the use and abuse of media, media ethics, and how these issues relate to journalism, entertainment, advertising, and artistic expression.

Students with Disabilities
If you are seeking classroom accommodations under the Americans with Disabilities Act, you are required to register with the Disability Resource Office (DRO).  The DRO is located in room 34 of Tyler Hall, the phone is 831-6350, and on the Web at Http://www.radford.edu/~dro/.  To receive academic accommodations for this class, you must obtain the proper DRO forms and meet with Dr. Turner at the beginning of the semester.  

The Learning Resource Center

The Learning Assistance and Resource Center (LARC), located in 126 Walker Hall, is open to all students Monday through Friday from 9 a.m. until 5 p.m.  Certified, trained tutors provide help with basic study skills, writing, and content-specific material.  An appointment is necessary and can be made by calling 831-7704, emailing larc@radford.edu, or IMing “rularcappt”.

Grading and Assessment
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25% 

Each exam will be in the form of multiple-choice, which will be electronically scored on a 

Scantron sheet, so be sure to bring a No. 2 pencil to all exams.  For exams you will be responsible for the readings in the textbook, any additional assigned readings or postings on WebCT, and all of the material covered in class, including lecture and multi-media presentations.  Exams are not cumulative, though some topics and concepts apply throughout the course and may appear on any exam.  Exam dates appear on the syllabus. 

Part of determining attendance and participation will be the circulation of an attendance sheet and in-class writing assignments and quizzes on unspecified dates throughout the quarter.  In addition, participation requires active engagement with the material in class discussion and in written responses.  Due to the large size of the class, no extra credit will be available. 

Attendance Policy
Attendance at all class meetings is expected and necessary to do well in the class.  I do not take attendance every day, but three or more unexcused absences will result in a lower grade.  If you miss more than three classes, it is strongly recommended that you withdraw from the course because you risk failing the course.  Only official university approved or medical excuses will be honored.  You are responsible for notifying the instructor in advance of any medical condition that might prevent you from completing work for this class.  You are responsible for all work missed.  There will be no make-ups on in-class assignments.  

I will sometimes communicate with the class via e-mail.  All messages will be e-mailed to your Radford account and you are responsible for knowing this information.  This means that if you use another e-mail provider, you will still need to access your Radford account.  Since it is possible that you may miss a class due to some unforeseeable reason, I strongly urge you to get to know someone in the class.  When taking the exams, you will be responsible for knowing the information communicated on days missed, even if you have an official university excused absence for those days.  Therefore, it is imperative you get to know someone in class to get the notes for lectures missed. 
Class Behavior
The discussion and topics presented in this course can sometimes be provocative and challenging.  You are not expected to like or agree with the topics that we address in class, but you are expected to think about them and be able to define and defend your positions.  While the topics of the class can sometimes lead to lively debate, as is the privilege of a university environment, please refrain from using language inappropriate for a scholarly environment such as profanity or disparaging comments directed towards individuals or groups.  Respect the beliefs and rights of others.  Use of a cell phone, sleeping in class, reading material unrelated to class, or packing up bags during lecture time will not be accepted and you will be asked to leave the class.  This will negatively affect your grade.  If you are not going to pay attention to the class, do not come.  
Honors Policy

Plagiarism (the presentation of someone else’s work as one’s own) and cheating (dishonesty or deception in fulfilling academic requirements) will not be tolerated.  Students violating this policy will fail the course and the infraction will be reported to the university judiciaries.   By accepting admission to Radford University, each student makes a commitment to understand, support, and abide by the University Honor Code without compromise or exception.  Refer to your Student Handbook for details, which is now located on-line.  If you have any doubt whether something is considered cheating or plagiarism, ask in advance.   

Reading Responses

Because the success of this course (and your success as an individual) depends largely on your preparation and participation, reading responses provide an incentive.  Each day that there is a reading assignment due, you should have prepared at least a page-long, double-spaced, typed informal response to one of the readings due for the day.  These responses will be randomly collected ten times during the semester requiring you to be prepared for each class period in which an assignment is due.  The exact format of the response is up to you and your own study and learning habits.  You may want to write responses to the writings, comment on how the material relates to classroom discussions, or summarize the central argument.  You can think about these responses as your personal notes on the readings.  These responses, including the ones that are not collected, will be valuable study aids for the exams.  Plan far enough in advance so that you can print your paper and bring it to class.  E-mail submissions will not be accepted for any written assignment.  

Short Paper
During the semester you will be required to write one short paper (maximum of 2 pages).  This will be designed to encourage you to apply ideas and content from class to your own experience with media and is not designed as a research paper.  If you do use any sources, you must cite them properly or it is considered a violation of the honor code.  The paper is due at the beginning of class on the date that is listed on the syllabus.  Plan far enough in advance so that you can print your paper and bring it to class.  E-mail submissions will not be accepted for any written assignment and no late assignments will be accepted. 

Calendar

You should come to class prepared to discuss the readings on the date they are listed on the syllabus.  The instructor may from time to time require additional readings which will be announced in advance and posted to WebCT.  We will try to adhere to the schedule, but the instructor reserves the right to make changes as needed. 

Week 1 – Mass Communication in the Digital Era.  

Monday 8/20 – Introduction to the course

Wednesday 8/22 – Read Chapter 1

Friday 8/24 – Read Miller “The Digital Dynamic” (WebCT)

Week 2 – Mass Communication and Its Digital Transformation
Monday 8/27 – [Short Paper Due] Read Chapter 2

Wednesday 8/29 – Read Chapter 14

Friday 8/31 – 

Week 3 – Media Literacy and Ethics

Monday 9/3 – Read Robertson “Confronting the Culture” (WebCT)
Wednesday 9/5 – Read Robertson “Images of War” (WebCT)

Friday 9/7 – Read Chapter 3

Week 4

Monday 9/10 – Read Bell “The Bookless Future” (WebCT)

Wednesday 9/12 – 

Friday 9/14 – 
Week 5

Monday 9/17 – Read Shapiro “Quest for Fire” (WebCT)

Wednesday 9/19 – 

Friday 9/21 – Exam 1
Week 6

Monday 9/24 – Read Chapter 5
Wednesday 9/26 – 

Friday 9/28 – Read Helyar “Radio’s Stern Challenge” and Boehlert “Pay for Play” (WebCT), 

Week 7

Monday 10/1 – Read Gertner “Our Rating, Ourselves” (WebCT)

Wednesday 10/3 –
Friday 10/5 –
Week 8

Monday 10/8 – Read Chapter 4

Wednesday 10/10 – 

Friday 10/12 –
Week 9

Monday 10/15 – 

Wednesday 10/17 – 

Friday 10/19 –
Week 10

Monday 10/22 – Read Chapter 11

Wednesday 10/24 – 

Friday 10/26 –
Week 11

Monday 10/29 – Read Nencioli “Indies Unleashed” (WebCT)

Wednesday 10/31 – Read Bazin “The Western” and “The Evolution of the Western” (WebCT)

Friday 11/2 – Exam 2
Week 12

Monday 11/5 – Read Chapter 6

Wednesday 11/7 – Read Chapter 7

Friday 11/9 –
Week 13

Monday 11/12 – Read Chapter 10

Wednesday 11/14 –

Friday 11/16 – Read McCollam “Attack at the Source” (WebCT)
Week 14

Thanksgiving Break.

Week 15

Monday 11/26 – Read Chapter 12

Wednesday 11/28 –
Friday 11/30 – Read Roberts “TV’s New Brand of Stars” and Dorroh “Dotcom Bloom” (WebCT)

Week 16

Monday 12/3 – Read Chapter 16

Wednesday 12/5 –
Friday 12/7 – 
Final Exam: Friday, December 14, 11:00 a.m.
This time is set by the University and will not be changed under any circumstances.

Grading Scale

A (4.0) (90%-100%)  
B (3.0) (80%-89%) 
C (2.0) (70%-79%) AVERAGE. 
D (1.0) (60%-69%) 
F (0.0) (59% or lower) Unacceptable work at the university level. 

In addition, written assignments are expected to be free from spelling, punctuation, and grammatical errors. 

Papers should be carefully proofread and revised before being turned in to the professor.  Standard MLA format is expected and any sources (including internet sources) should be properly cited in a Works Cited page. Use of netspeak or IM terminology or inappropriate capitalization or lack thereof are not acceptable and assignments written in this manner will not be evaluated.  

Academic Integrity Statement

I have read the entire syllabus and understand the assignments and grading policy used in this course and accept these conditions.  I have also read and subscribe to the University’s Honor Code as published in the Radford University catalog and the Student Handbook.  (You must sign this form and return it to the professor to remain in this course.)

__________________   





_______________________________

Date









Name (Print)











_______________________________











Signature

Local Phone Number:

Local Address:

E-Mail Address:
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