MSTD 460: Brazilian Arts and Media
Fall 2007-8
Instructor: Matthew R. Turner 

E-mail: mrturner@radford.edu 

Phone: 831-6023 

Office: Porterfield 180 

Office Hours: Tuesday/Thursday 11:00am-12:30pm or by appointment. 

Index Number 5369 / Porterfield 179 / 7:00pm-10:00pm Fall 2007-8

Film Viewings Selected Thursdays 7:00pm-10:00pm McGuffey 206

WebCT (Ct): http://webct6.radford.edu
Required Texts
Machado de Assis,  Joaquim Maria.  Dom Casmurro.  Trans. John Gledson.  Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1997

Lispector, Clarice.  Soulstorm.  Trans. with an afterward by Alexis Levitin.  New York: New Directions, 1989.

Moacyr Scliar.  The Centaur in the Garden.  Trans. Margaret A. Neves.  Madison, Wisconsin: University of Wisconsin Press, 2003.

Brazil Classics, Vol. 1: Beleza Tropical.  (CD) Compiled by David Byrne.  Warner Brothers, 1989.  

Additional required reading will be available on the course WebCT website.  Material may also be distributed in class as a handout.  Additionally, audio-visual material for which you will be responsible will be placed on the class WebCT page.  You should check WebCT frequently for new postings. 

Course Description
This interdisciplinary course uses Brazilian culture as a case study to analyze the connections between media, music, dance, literature, theater, history, and language.  Emphasis is placed on the connections between disciplines and how they influence, interact with, and enrich each other.  Topics covered in the course include Brazilian literature, theater, film, television, music, and dance.  Additionally, we will look at Brazilian history, language, and culture and how they inform and shape media and the arts in Brazil.  Guest lectures from native Brazilians and scholars will inform our discussions.  No language ability is expected or necessary for the course.  

Course Objectives
Students should be able to discuss and critically analyze concepts of interdisciplinarity. Students should also be able to apply concepts and explore ideas across various disciplinary boundaries in media and the arts.  Students will learn how culture and history shape Brazilian society and become familiar with the history of and explore in detail several key works in Brazilian film, television, music, literature, and theater.  Students will be able to discuss and articulate their ideas in oral presentations and written work.  

Students with Disabilities
If you are seeking classroom accommodations under the Americans with Disabilities Act, you are required to register with the Disability Resource Office (DRO).  The DRO is located in room 34 of Tyler Hall, the phone is 831-6350, and on the Web at Http://www.radford.edu/~dro/.  To receive academic accommodations for this class, you must obtain the proper DRO forms and meet with Dr. Turner at the beginning of the semester.  

The Learning Resource Center

The Learning Assistance and Resource Center (LARC), located in 126 Walker Hall, is open to all students Monday through Friday from 9 a.m. until 5 p.m.  Certified, trained tutors provide help with basic study skills, writing, and content-specific material.  An appointment is necessary and can be made by calling 831-7704, emailing larc@radford.edu, or IMing “rularcappt”.

Attendance Policy
Attendance at all class meetings is expected and necessary to do well in the class.  I do not take attendance every day, but poor attendance will lower your grade.  Because of the weekly format of the class a lot of material is covered each class period.  If you miss more than one class, it is strongly recommended that you withdraw from the course because you risk failing the course.  Only official university approved or medical excuses will be honored.  You are responsible for notifying the instructor in advance of any medical condition that might prevent you from completing work for this class.  You are responsible for all work missed.  There will be no make-ups on in-class assignments.  

I will sometimes communicate with the class via e-mail.  All messages will be e-mailed to your Radford account and you are responsible for knowing this information.  This means that if you use another e-mail provider, you will still need to access your Radford account. You will be responsible for knowing the information communicated on days missed, even if you have an official university excused absence for those days. 

Class Behavior
The discussion and topics presented in this course can sometimes be provocative and challenging.  You are not expected to like or agree with the topics or works that we study in class, but you are expected to think about them and be able to define and defend your positions.  While the topics of the class can sometimes lead to lively debate, as is the privilege of a university environment, please refrain from using language inappropriate for a scholarly environment such as profanity or disparaging comments directed towards individuals or groups.  Respect the beliefs and rights of others.   
Honors Policy

Plagiarism (the presentation of someone else’s work as one’s own) and cheating (dishonesty or deception in fulfilling academic requirements) will not be tolerated.  Students violating this policy will fail the course and the infraction will be reported to the university judiciaries.   By accepting admission to Radford University, each student makes a commitment to understand, support, and abide by the University Honor Code without compromise or exception.  Refer to your Student Handbook for details, which is now located on-line.  If you have any doubt whether something is considered cheating or plagiarism, ask in advance.

Grading and Assessment

Reading/Viewing/Listening Responses (10 x 3%)



30%

Attendance/Participation







10%

Research Presentation



20%

Inclusive Bibliography



  5%

Research Paper Rough Draft



  5%

Final Research Paper  



30% 

Reading/Viewing/Listening Responses
On the ten dates listed on the syllabus, you will be required to turn in a written response to one or more topics or artworks studied during the last period.  These will be typed responses of up to two (2) pages in length that analyze an important issue and put forth a well-defined and argued thesis.  These are not intended as research papers, but if you do use any sources they must be cited on an additional page.  These responses will be shared with the class and will help generate discussion in the class. 

Research Presentation
You will give a presentation on your research towards the end of the course.  The presentation will be approximately 20-30 minutes in length.  During the course of the semester you will have researched your topic so that you will become the expert in the topic.  You should think of your presentation as if you were presenting a conference paper or teaching a class on the subject.  You can use audiovisual material, group discussion, lecture, demonstrations, performance, or any of a variety of teaching or presentational tools.  

Research Paper

You will write a research paper that is interdisciplinary in nature (i.e. dealing with at least two of the disciplines that we cover in class), which will be based on research you do on a topic rooted, at least partially, in Brazil or Brazilian culture.  This project will be submitted in stages, including a proposal and inclusive bibliography and a rough draft.  The final draft will be due during the final exam period.  

Calendar

You should come to class prepared to discuss the readings or listening assignments on the date they are listed on the syllabus.  The instructor may from time to time require additional readings, which will be announced in advance and posted to WebCT.  We will try to adhere to the schedule, but the instructor reserves the right to make changes as needed.  This may affect us most as we finalize guest speakers for the class.  

Week 1 – Defining Interdisciplinary & A Short History of Brazil

Tuesday 8/21

Week 2 – Modern Brazilian Culture
Tuesday 8/29 

Read: Page Chapters 2, 3.  (WebCT)
Response #1 due

Week 3 – Machado de Assis and the Brazilian Literary Tradition
Tuesday 9/4

Read:  Dom Casmurro
Response #2 due

Week 4 – Magical Realism and the Jewish Diaspora in Brazil
Tuesday 9/11

Finish:  Dom Casmurro

Read:  The Centaur in the Garden

Read:  Namorato “Interview with Moacyr Scliar” (WebCT)
Response #3 due

Week 5 – Clarice Lispector and the Modern Brazilian Short Story
Tuesday 9/18

Finish: The Centaur in the Garden
Read:  Soulstorm
Response #4 due

Week 6 – Brazilian Literature Today 


Tuesday 9/25

Finish: Soulstorm
Response #5 due

Week 7 – Music and Dance in Brazil: Samba, Carnival, and Música Popular Brasileira.  
Tuesday 10/2

Listening:  Beleza Tropical



Read:  Beleza Tropical liner notes

Read:  Byrne “I Hate World Music” (WebCT)



Read:  Page Chapter 19 (WebCT)



Read:  Veloso and Dunn, “The Tropicalista Rebellion” (WebCT)
Proposal and inclusive bibliography due

Week 8 – Rock, Reggae, and Rap:  Modern Music in Brazil
Tuesday 10/9

Listening:  Rock, Reggae, and Rap Selections (WebCT)

Read:  Pinho “Fogo na Babilônia” (WebCT)




Read: Godi “Reggae and Samba-Reggae in Bahia” (WebCT)




Read: Fjeld “Boyz from Brazil” (WebCT)




Presentation by Silvia Setubal




Possible Presentation by Alexis Levitin



Response #6 due

Week 9 – Orpheus in Brazil: The Journey from Theater to Film.  

Tuesday 10/16
  
Read:  Page Chapter 14 (WebCT)




Read:  Page p. 420-426 (WebCT)

Response #7 due

Thursday 10/18  
Viewing: Orfeu Negro, McGuffey 206
Week 10 – Re-imagining Race:  Modern Brazilian Film
Tuesday 10/23
  
Reading:  Perrone “Don’t Look Back” (WebCT)




Reading:  Page Chapter 9 (WebCT)

Response #8 due

Thursday 10/25  
Viewing: Orfeu, McGuffey 206
Week 11 – Brazil Seeing Itself:  Television and the Brazilian Novella  
Tuesday 10/30
Read:  Veloso:  “An Orpheus, Rising From Caricature” (WebCT)

Read:  Dos Santos “Black Orpheus and the Merging of two Brazilian Nations” (WebCT)

Read:  Page Chapter 18 (WebCT)

Rough draft due
Thursday 11/1

Viewing: City of Men, McGuffey 206
Week 12 – A Cidade é o Sertão: The City versus the Country

Tuesday 11/6

Read:  Dickenson Selections (WebCT)




Read:  Page p.186-200 (WebCT)




Read:  Page p. 329-332 (WebCT)

Response #9 due

Thursday 11/8

Viewing: O Caminho Das Nuvens, McGuffey 206
Week 13 – Brazil During the Military Dictatorship


      Modeling Interdisciplinary Approaches
Tuesday 11/13
  
Read:  Luna and Klein p.6-36




Read:  TBA

Response #10 due
Thursday 11/15  
Viewing:  Four Days in September, McGuffey 206
Week 14 – Thanksgiving Break  (Classes not in session)
Week 15 – Presentations
Tuesday 11/27

Week 16 – Presentations
 Tuesday 12/4

Final Exam:  Tuesday, Dec. 11, 8:00 p.m.  Turn in final papers and finish presentations.  
Academic Integrity Statement

I have read the entire syllabus and understand the assignments and grading policy used in this course and accept these conditions.  I have also read and subscribe to the University’s Honor Code as published in the Radford University catalog and the Student Handbook.  (You must sign this form and return it to the professor to remain in this course.)

__________________   





_______________________________

Date









Name (Print)











_______________________________











Signature

Local Phone Number:

Local Address:

E-Mail Address:
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