Script Writing
MSTD 106-01


Fall 2007
Tuesdays and Thursdays 

8-9:15am

Location:


Porterfield 173

Instructor:


Joe Staniunas, Jr.

Office:



Porterfield 178

Phone:



831-6043

Email



jstaniuna8@radford.edu
Office Hours:


1:30-2:30 pm Tuesday and Thursday and by appointment

Course Description
This is an introductory media writing course, providing exposure to the various forms of script formats for television, radio and film and the Internet. Newscast, documentary, special events, commercial and feature format scripts will be discussed and analyzed, with students preparing their own scripts tailored for target audiences.

Text

Writing for Television, Radio and New Media, 9th Edition by Robert L. Hilliard

Making It Work

It is presumed that all students have already mastered basic rules of grammar, syntax and spelling. All work must be completed on computer in assigned script formats. Handwritten work is unacceptable. Late work is unacceptable.

Attendance and active participation are critical to your learning experience. Missed work cannot be made up without an approved absence, excused by the Dean of Student Affairs.

Grading

Your final grade in this class will be determined by the total number of points you receive for attendance, quizzes, homework, special projects and group assignments. Below is a semester’s worth of assignments and their respective points. Please note that assignments may change at the instructor’s discretion; be prepared to make additional notes to your syllabus.

Assignments/Point Opportunities
Attendance:


2 points per class (when in session), 50 points maximum

Podcast Project:


150 points maximum

Quizzes:



20 points each, maximum 100 
Labwork/Homework:

200 points total

Final Exam


100 points maximum
Add up all these numbers and you’ll find perfect work and attendance could net you a total of 600 points. Since it’s not likely any of us will be doing perfect work, the grading scale is as follows:

A=500 points plus

B=450-499 points

C=400-449 points
D=350-399 points
F=349 or fewer points
The podcast project and final exam are required; failing to do either one will lead to an incomplete for the course.
Grading Criteria

To receive the maximum amount of points on each project, your work must need no further rewriting, must display a mastery of focus, development, mechanics and creativity and demonstrate considerable effort. Points will be deducted for each of the above-mentioned areas where your script is lacking. It is your responsibility to make sure you understand the requirements prior to doing an assignment. If the instructions are not clear, ask questions. Claiming that you do not understand the production requirements after your project is evaluated is not a valid argument.

Plagiarism

This is the act of taking credit for the work or ideas of someone else. This is also called cheating. A copyright violation is an example of plagiarism. Violations will be dealt with according to university and department policies.

Students with Disabilities

If you are seeking classroom accommodations under the Americans with Disabilities Act you are required to register with the Disability Resource Office (DRO). The DRO is located in Room 61, Tyler Hall. The phone number is 831-6350. To receive academic accommodations for this class, please obtain the proper DRO forms and meet with me at the beginning of the semester.

Course Schedule

Week 1

Topic



Reading Assignment
August 21
Class Orientation



August 23
Basic Elements of Production
Chapter 2

Week 2

August 28
Formats and Styles

Chapter 3
August 30
Formats and Styles

Chapter 3
Week 3
September 4
Commercials and Announcements
Chapter 4



September 6
Commercials and Announcements
Chapter 4

Week4
September 11
Commercials and Announcements
Chapter 5
September 13
Newscast Style and Format
Chapter 5
Week 5
September 18
News and Sports


Chapter 5
September 20
News and Sports 


Chapter 5
Week 6
September 25
Interview and Talk Programs
Chapter 7
September 27
Interview and Talk Programs
Chapter 7
Week 7
October 2
Corporate Videos


Chapter 9
October 4
Corporate Videos


Chapter 9
Week 8

October 9
Podcast Project Overview
October 11
Podcast Project Overview

Week 9

October 16
Documentaries


Chapter 6, pp. 198-219
October 18
Documentaries


Chapter 6, pp. 198-219
October 19
Podcast Project Story Ideas Due
Week  10
October 23
Music-Comedy Material

Chapter 8
October 25
Music- Comedy Material

Chapter 8
Week 11
October 29
Podcasting
October 30
Podcasting

November 1
Podcasting
Week 12
November 6
The Play



Chapter 10
November 8
The Play



Chapter 10
Week 13
November 13
The Play



Chapter 10
November 15
Final Exam Overview
Week 14


November 18
Thanksgiving Break

November 20
Thanksgiving Break

Week 15

November 27
Present Podcast Projects
November 29
Present Podcast Projects
Week 16

December 4
Present Podcast Projects
December 6
Course Review



Week 17

December 11
Final Exam


8am, 173 Porterfield

