MSTD 404-01 Specialized Journalism-Fall 2007
Meetings: 

Tuesday, 7-10 p.m. and/or online as directed



Class also carries a 1-hour lab per week requirement
Location:  

Porterfield 179  
Instructor:  

Sandra Brown Kelly
Contact:
   
831-5642, Porterfield Hall (Use this number only during office 



hours; at other times, call me at 540-761-1307-cell
Email:        

sbkelly@radford.edu

Office Hours:

Tuesdays 5-6:30 when class meets on-campus; Sunday night: 8-9 



p.m. on WebCT



Other Times by Appointment
This course uses WebCT6 and e-mail communication extensively

HOW TO USE E-MAIL:

Checking your email daily is important to success in today’s fast-paced world. I will communicate with you a great deal via e-mail about your reports, events, schedule changes and editing. Always use your last name and the class ID number and a keyword in the Subject line of your e-mail.
Example: 404-Kelly Need story help

Also, be professional in your e-mails and write them as though they might someday be printed in the New York Times.  See the Enron story at this site: http://dir.salon.com/story/news/feature/2003/10/14/enron/index_np.html
The University of California at Berkley eventually did a scientific analysis of some of the Enron employees’ e-mail. (http://bailando.sims.berkeley.edu/enron_email.html)
2007-2008 Catalog Description: MSTD 404. 

Specialized Journalism. Four hours lecture and laboratory.

Prerequisites: MSTD 104 and MSTD 204.

Strategies for computer assisted reporting, practice in gathering information from first-person participants and expert sources and experiences in writing investigative and exploratory articles and/or documentary scripts. The course concentrates on several themes evident in journalism today, including diversity reporting, community journalism, financial reporting, reporting for the web, international issues and others. Students cannot receive credit for both MSTD 404 and MSTD 406.

FURTHER COURSE DESCRIPTION: The course concentrates on reporting in those areas of society where journalism traditionally serves as a watchdog such as Government, Education, Business and Health Care. The intent of the class is to prepare you to better tell the story and concerns of these areas of society to a broad audience using valid research techniques, strong interviewing skills and clear writing. Students will be expected to consider how the delivery of information relates to the communication medium used, which means the course will include a look at preparing a story for the web.
COURSE GOALS: 
By the end of the class you should be able to:
· Assess a topic and know where to find resources for a story on the topic

· Work within the legal atmosphere for  reporting

· Expand a feature using records and interviews with several sources

· Use the Internet and other research avenues to enhance your reporting

· Query a database to get particular information and write a story using a database
· Recommend sidebars and graphics or photographs for stories

· Work largely unsupervised

· Turn in completed work on time and ready for publication with only minor editing

· Understand the different presentations that would be used in preparing the same story for      a variety of media, i.e. Television, Internet, Magazine, Print, Radio.
Specialized Journalism demands extensive reading and/or viewing and listening to stories about current issues. Weekly news quizzes will be given. The course will operate as though you are working journalists. You are expected to be self-starters and to alert your editor-instructor immediately when you encounter problems. You are expected to do rewrites as requested. Most especially you are expected to be ethical and meet deadlines.
Attendance Policy for Class

Because your participation in class activities is crucial for the development of your skills and those of other class members, students are expected to attend all classes, be on time, and remain for the entire period. Students are allowed three absences during the semester without penalty. (You are not required to justify why you are absent since absences are neither excused nor unexcused.) After the third absence, students will be penalized as follows:


Absence 4 and 5: 5 points per absence off the final semester grade


absence #6:  automatic withdrawal from the class with the grade of F (if after the final "drop without penalty" date)

Students who miss three classes in a row without contacting the instructor regarding an illness or other circumstance will be dropped from the roll. I strongly suggest that you not cut class for frivolous reasons and that you especially take care to ensure that you have enough absences left over towards the end of the semester to take care of unforeseen illnesses or family emergencies. 


The class will frequently meet online and occasionally at an outside location. Non-participation in those classes will be counted as an “absence.”

Please write "I understand the attendance policy" at the end of the   Student Information Sheet distributed and sign your name.  
Late Assignments

Late papers will be penalized one letter grade per day unless you have received an extension on the assignment. If you know that you will be unable to complete an assignment by its due date because of extenuating circumstances, please contact me well in advance. Getting a late start on an assignment is not a reason for late delivery. If the schedule says a “draft” is due, then failure to provide the draft will affect the final grade on the assignment. Students must make copies of all work before it is submitted for a grade and keep copies of graded work for submission in a final portfolio.
TEXT AND MATERIALS NEEDED:

For your text, download and review the Journalism Handbook pdf (65 pages) from the class website.

You will receive other handouts and/or web links throughout the semester of material pertinent to the class.

You will also need:
An up-to-date Associated Press Stylebook and Libel Manual 
You are expected to adhere to AP Style in this course.

Reporter’s notebooks and/or legal pads for taking notes

Access to a daily newspaper; it is recommended that you subscribe to a newspaper; or, you can use the publications in the college library  
It is recommended that you own a good paper dictionary, a thesaurus and a calculator
COURSE ASSIGNMENTS AND EVALUATION OF ASSIGNMENTS:

Throughout the semester, you be asked to do the following: 

1) Write four stories, three of which will be in subject areas chosen by the instructor and one in a subject area of your choice. One of these stories should require use of Computer-Assisted Reporting techniques in which you create a database or work with an existing database to gather information for the story. All stories should also meet the multi-source guideline.  Each of these stories will involve completion of a story proposal form, which is provided on the class website.  60 percent
2) Complete a resume and prepare a written career plan.  Assess the work of a professional who represents your interest area and prepare a short paper on that professional’s career path and credentials. 10 percent
3) Propose one story idea beginning the second week of class and continuing for 10 class meetings and suggest the audience and possible sources for each. The story proposals do not need to be ones you want to do; the intent of the assignment is to develop your ability to find story ideas. 10 percent (10 points)



4) Successfully complete 10 weekly news quizzes and/or AP Style quizzes. In some cases, completion of the exercise satisfies the grading requirement for that exercise, not how many right or wrong answers are given.  10 percent
5) Successfully complete exercises and/or short papers related to areas of coverage, i.e. following a particular stock on the Stock Market or doing a research project at the courthouse.  In some cases, completion of the exercise satisfies the grading requirement for that exercise, not how many right or wrong answers are given. 10 percent.  

PRESENTATION OF STORY ASSIGNMENTS

All stories should be typed in Times New Roman, 12 pt., single-spaced and submitted on 8.5 X 11 inch paper and brought to class and also sent to the instructor as an e-mail attachment. All assignments should include your full name, the date, and name of assignment in upper left corner of the work.

GRADING FOR STORY ASSIGNMENTS:  Each assignment will be assessed based on the following:

· Timeliness of planning. (You must think ahead. If you need to submit a Freedom of Information Request as a reporting effort, it should be sent out as early in the semester as possible. Interviews need to be scheduled in advance, too, and done face-to-face as often as possible.) 
· Scope of research and analysis

· Ability to produce work on topics in the public interest
· Ability to meet deadlines

· Adherence to AP style
· Teamwork (when applicable)

· Willingness and ability to rewrite to clarify work.  
The bottom line is this: Your grades will be based on the amount of effort you put into your work.  
LETTER GRADING SCALE: 
(A) 90-plus  
(B) 80 – 89  
(C) 70 – 79  
(D) 65 – 69  
(F) less than 65  
Grading standards for story assignments: 
A   (90+) The story is complete with facts, exceptionally well-written and largely without AP style, grammar or mechanical errors. It demonstrates mastery of news judgment, reporting, writing, spelling, grammar and AP style. It is ready for publication with minor editing. No work with a factual error or misspelled proper name can receive an A.
B   (80+) The story is well-written with no more than one or two style errors. It is free of grammar or mechanical errors. It indicates good reporting judgment and is ready for publication with minor editing.

C (70+) The story is adequate, but may have one factual error of omission or several style errors. The story has no mechanical or grammar errors, but must be edited before publication and requires the collection of additional material.

D (65+) The story does not optimally reflect the subject, has several style errors and requires extensive editing. The story may also contain grammar and mechanical errors, including word usage problems. New facts must be gathered and the story must be re-written before publication can be considered.

F (50+) This story is inaccurate, incomplete, or disorganized or it may contain a combination of misspelled name, libel, or a factual error.

0 The assignment was not submitted or did not meet a minimum grade of 50.
General operating rules for reporting in this class:

1. Do not promise anonymity to sources:

All news material generated in this class is public so please do not promise your sources you will not use their names. The stories for this class might be posted on public websites or published in local media. Do not promise confidentiality for any part of your course work, unless approved by instructor.

2. Do not interview friends or family. If you find that a crucial source for a story is a friend or a relative, discuss this with your instructor so a solution can be found. (See use of friends and family under the Journalism Ethics heading below.)
JOURNALISM ETHICS:

A violation of journalism ethics can result in an ‘F’ for the semester.  Guard your integrity carefully.  Examples of violations of journalism ethics include the following. Some of these might surprise you, so read them carefully: 

1. Fabricating sources to facilitate the story.

2. Fabricating or distorting quotes to facilitate the story.

3. Fabricating facts or information to facilitate the story.

4. Unattributed use of any other person’s work: This includes material published in any other news publication, broadcast or web site.

5. Use of anonymous sources without prior discussion with the instructor.

6. Use of friends, relatives or work colleagues as sources without prior discussion with the instructor.

7. Acceptance of any kind of a gift or service from any news source.

8. Drawing financial or personal gains from material made available in the course of your journalism work.

9. Use of previously published or submitted material for class work. Do not submit work done for another class to this class. It likely will not fit the assignment anyway.

10. Distortion of facts regarding personal conduct, especially that relating to your work.

Apart from the items listed above, you are to observe the SPJ guidelines on ethics (http://www.spj.org/ethics.asp).  

HONESTY

Any form of academic misrepresentation, including but not limited to cheating and plagiarism, will be turned over the Dean of Students Office.  Students are expected to uphold the University Honor Code found in the RU Student Handbook. You also must avoid conflict of interest in a class such as this. You should not use reporting or writing to the detriment of someone, for a vendetta, or for a personal cause.  You can, however, write about topics of great interest to you, as long as you keep your stories balanced.

DISABILITY POLICY

Academic accommodations will be made for students with disabilities, but students must request accommodations and document the disability through the Disability Resource Office the first week of class.
PRESENTATION OF FINAL PORTFOLIO OF WORK:

You will be asked to keep all graded work and work commented on in a final portfolio for you and the instructor to assess together as part of your final grade determination. 
INSTRUCTOR’S HELP:  
Please ask for help when you need it.  I am accessible via e-mail and/or telephone and welcome opportunities to help you on your stories. If you ask me a question via e-mail, I will try to respond within 24 hours. If you do not get the response within the expected timeframe, phone me. 
Please feel free to follow up with me if you need clarification of any material discussed in class.

Keep backup copies of work and always keep copies of graded work:

Keep in mind that printers break and the Internet crashes, so have your stories ready before deadline. ALWAYS PRINT OUT A COPY OF A STORY FOR YOUR FILES AND SAVE AN ELECTRONIC BACKUP.

And, finally, let’s enjoy ourselves and find some interesting stories. 
