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Engcndercd Tropt irt /ovcc's Dubliners is, in a significant \\ ' i 'r\ ') a "return t<>
Lacan," states L,arl Ingcrsoll in the "Prcfhce " to his book on Jclvcc's stories.
There havc bccn numerous Lacanian approachcs to |ovce in thc last dccaclc,
f,ronr Shcldon Brivic's 

' l-ht 
Wil oJ-Signs: /0,-ct, Lnrnn, ond Prrceprioz, throush

tlrc "lor,ce Bcts,cetr (lcnclcrs: I-acaniirn I{caclrrrgs" issuc of thc /nntcs /otct
qtnr ter ly  (29 [199]  l ) ,  to  Garrv Lconard 's  l lcodi t ry  l )ubl incrs Agnin:  A
Lsrnt t ian Ptrspcct iv t . lngersol l  c loes not  rc l lh ,  posi t ion h intsc l f  in  env par t icr . l -
I . i r  rc lat ionshi ; . r  to  t l tcsc st r . rc l ies bcyour i  acknou' lcdgi r rq I l r iv ic 's  u,ork on
l-acrrn antl stating that Iris on'n rcac'l ine of Dtrblitcrs dcprlrts f iont Lconarcl's.
It rvil l  bc lcfi to indii ' ir lual rcar,' lcrs to decitlc u'hcthcr a "rcturn to L;1ciut" \\ ' :rs,
inclcccl, nccded.

Ingcrsoll 's goal is to cxplorc "the rnorc l inguistically oricnted Lacirn ancl
thc valuc of l{on.ran Jakobson's legacv firr Lacirni;rn 1.rs1'choanall 'sis, cspeciallv
Llcatri;rn cotrclu.siou.s conccrnirlg tlrc ccntral trr>pre.s of nrctaprhor and nrclo-
t.tvtlt\ ' ." Itrgcrsoll 's rerrtlers, in rrciclit ion to h:rving a u'orking firn-ri lr.rrin,u'ith
Lacanian thouuht ,  n ' r l l  : r lso have tc l  apprcc iare rhc rc ; r r l ings c l iL lcan by Ianc
G.r l lop,  N:ronrr  SIror ,  rnc l ,  nr( )s t  inrpor tant l \ , ,  Lucc I r ig : r r ; r r ' ,  s incc i t  is  hcr
rc. r r l i r )g of .L lc . r r t  th . i r  i r r fornrs Ingcrsol l 's  thesis  l t rout  r r rc t r rphor ic /ntc tonYnr-
ic  conf igurr r t ions i r . r . loycc 's  s t r t r ics.  I r rgcrst l l l  i l tc ( ) rpor i l tes I r igarar"s thcs is  thr t
L. rc ; rn pr iv i lcgcs nrct i lphor  (nrobi l in ' ,  cnrpo\ \ ,enrrcnt ,  lnd thus,  nrescul in i t t ' ;
ovcr  nrct ( )nvnrv (conf incment ,  r 'u lncrr r l r i l i t t ' ,  anr{  thus,  fLnr in in i t t ' )  as hc p lots
Jovce into th is  cquat ion,  point ing to thc nrct rphor ic /  n lc tonynt ic  gendcr
corrstrlrctiorts in Dublincrs. In thcse tcnnsr thc prtriarchll .rncl rnirsculinc sitc,
DL rb l i r t ,  con t i l i ns  n< l t  on l v  vu lnc rab l c  \ \ ' omcn  l i k c  Evc l i nc ,  bu t  a l so  suc l . r
(u 'o lnanl r ' f )  nrcn ns J lnrcs I ) r r f l \ , ,  Bob I )or ln  or  L i t t lc  ( l l r lnc ' l lc r ,  rv l tc l  "cnr
brrice thc c<infinctrent clf-thcir n:1rro\\ ' roonrs." ,\ l thougl-r, as Ir.rgersoll asscrts,
tttctr itt I)trblittrr.r i lrc portrirvcti :rs ventrrrcrs ()ut ln()rc ficclucntlv than rrrc
\ \ ' ( ) n r cn ,  w ( )n ren ,  t oo ,  " scck  t< l  bccon tc  ' t r l v c l c r s '  o f ' a  k i nc - l , "  cvcn  i f  no
\\ '()nri lr l is sccn to succccrl. 

- l 'his 
bit of contrrrrl iction is rnislcatl ing fbr, in thc

s r r  ch r rp t c r s  t h r r t  f i l l l os ' h i s  "P rc f r r cc , "  I n ! r c r so l l  c l r q : rqcs  i r r  r r  sc r i cs  o f -
tht l rough rc lc l ings thrr t  conf l rn i  th is  ; rsscr t ior t ,  ns thcv I  ic ld  ; r  var ie tv  of
conrplcx cottclusions rb()ut gcndcrcd (irntl ungcnclerccl) bcl'r;rviors he fincls in
Dub/in.crs.

Whercas Chaptcr One prrlvit ics thc contc.\t fbr reaciing ioi 'cc in tcrnrs ol-
t l . rc  cr r l ier ,  " l inguist ica l l t ,  or icntcc l "  L lcan,  C)haptcrs 

' l 'u ,o 
thror . rgh Six are

c lcvotcd st r ic t lv  to  Jol 'ce 's  s tc l r ics.  Ingcrsc l l l 's  grouping of  thc stor ies is  .1r , r i tc
i t r rercst inq.  Sincc thc ccntr r r l  in tcrcst  r>f -h i .s .s tLrdv is  thc rc l l t io l t .s l t ip  bct \veel )
gender i r t r l  t rope,  Inge rsol l  ic lent i f ies roughlr '  " rnascul inc"  and " f tn t in ine "
beh:rviors as he dcscribcs sitcs uhere thcse gcnderccl bchaviors arc plal,g{ es1
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the "house" in Chapters "[\\'0 and Three (with lJrgely feminine int1uences, 
literally and figuratl\'CI~' imprISoning adolescent bon ~1nd \\'omen) and the 
"public house," or masculine domain, in Chapter fOUL A re\Trsal of these 
genden:d roles is considered 111 Ch,1pter Fi\'C, in \d1lCh "home-bound men" 
are juxtaposed to "tr~1\'ellng \\'()men." In Chapter Six special consideration is 
gin:n to "The Dead," a choice justilled by the storY's length and comploity. 
And whereas Ingersoll's ,1I1alysis of "The Dead" is insightful enough in pul­
ling rogether of schoL1fship and inregratll1g it \\'ith his own reading, it is also 
in this last chapter in which one sees a most gL1fing ,1bsence of Lac1I11an 
apparatus, with only wh~H seems to be a gratuitous mention of L1c,ln, 
Irig~1f~w, and G,1110p on the pcnultim,He p,1ge of the book. 

(her,1ll, howen~r, FII!TClldcrcd Tropc ill Jo.\'(C 'y Dubliners olfers a set of 
well-thought-through readll1gs, grounded in solid roe,1fc 11 , \\ith p,1fticul~1fly 

illuminating insights into the gendered economics of places encoded in 
Joyce's stories-ccrtJinl~' ,1 gr(,H ,1Lidition to the cLlssroolll ~lS ,1 most helpful 

te~1Ching tool. 

RadjiJrd UlIIlJcrsi~v J()[:\~T:\ \\'. W.\\\'RZYCK:\ 
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Year after year, Jack London continues to be reprinted ,1l1d re-,1I1,1Iyzed, ,1l1d 

remains America's most popular author abro~1d. 77JL' Cntim! Respollse to Jack 
fAll/dOll pr(wides a useful gUIde to \\h,ll diverse people ~1I1d succeeding eras 
ha\e I()und in his stories. 

London (1876-19161 Il\ni in ~1 period of illtelleclU,11 and soci~11 tCrmenr 
In which he W~1S both p,1rticIP~1I1t ,1I1d correspondent. The II1lcllertU~11 Il1I]u­
ences on his work ranged from Herbert Spencer to C~1rl Jung. He \L1S ~1n 

o\'ster piL1te in 5,111 hancisco Ba~', ,m ,1ble-bodied S(,l m ,111 , ,1I1d ,1 bll'long 
Socialist. He jOll1ed the Klondike gold rush, reported 011 the Russo- Japanese 
\Var Irom Korea and I\L1I1churi,1, and Illarched with the Am1\' of the L;nem­
ployed, Because he identitled himself with the ~mJt,lgonists of his stories ,1I1d 
because he sought to establish himself as the intellectual of the working class, 
cri ticism of his works has tended to be notabl\' biographical and sociological. 

To understand both London's stories and London criticism requires 
putting them in personal and social contots; Cntim! Rcspo/lSC does th,1l \'en' 
\\dl. The chronology gi\'es biogr,lphical dat,1 about his childhood, his 
working-class credenti~11s, his political acti\'it\" his m~1rriages and di\orce, and 


