MSTD 482-01
Clarification of grading policy

2/11/04

1.
We are doing six news programs this semester. Therefore, in order to get an “A” for your project grade, you will need to have six packages accepted by me by the end of the semester. A package will be accepted based on the following:


A.
A package is chosen for airing on “NRV News” and it meets minimal standards—good audio, good video.


B.
Two packages of the same story have been produced, one by you and one by someone else. The other person’s story was chosen for airing on “NRV News.” You must then submit your package to me. I will check the slate, audio and video and then let you know whether or not it meets minimal standards for acceptance.

2. 
If your reporter fails to come up with a story so you don’t do a package for a scheduled newscast, you must make up the deficit. You could do a short “mood” piece, documentary, etc. For example, “What’s happening in the Arts in the New River Valley”—check out the art gallery upstairs, the Theatre Dept., see if anyone is showing their art works in Blacksburg galleries. You might redo the opening for “NRV News.” That really has to get done soon! Anyway, think about this. These kinds of things could be done without a reporter and might expand your expertise in areas other than news. Just keep them short. They could fill 5 minutes or so at the end of each news program as an “entertainment” section. We used to do this in the past, but it fell by the wayside.

3.
If you only have 5 projects accepted by the end of the term, you will have a “B” for your project grade. If you only complete 4 projects, you will get a “C.” Three projects accepted is a “D.” Less than three means a failing grade for the course.
3. 
Your participation in EACH NEWSCAST is also essential. Your project grade will be lowered one full grade for every unexcused absence you have in class during the news production. This means if you have an “A” for a project grade and you have one unexcused absence, your final course grade will be a “B.” Two unexcused absences and a project grade of “A” mean you will receive a “C” for the course. Obviously, if your project grades are lower, your overall class grade will also be lower. Excused absences include sickness, legal matters, funerals, etc. BUT, you must bring some proof from a reputable source to back up your excuse.
This is a codicil to the course syllabus and becomes effective immediately on this date: 

February 11, 2004. 

Dr. Joe Flickinger
