
 
Debriefing Form  

 
Thank you for participating as a research participant in the present study concerning your view of close 

relationships (Attachment) and disgust (Disgust Sensitivity). In this study you were placed in one of three 
experimental groups in order to manipulate the degree to which death related thoughts come to mind. Prior 
research has found that individual difference in attachment styles influence a variety of the effects of making an 
individual’s own mortality (death) salient to them (Mikulincer, & Florain, 2000). Further, it has been 
demonstrated that mortality salience can increase an individual’s self-reports of disgust sensitivity (Goldenberg, 
Pyszczynski, Greenberg, Solomon, Kluck, & Cornwell, 2001). The present study tests whether attachment styles 
influence the effects of mortality salience on disgust sensitivity. Also, the present study attempts to further 
validate the self report measure of Disgust Sensitivity, by having participants rate the level of disgust for 
videotaped segments of prime-time network television shows that depict varying degrees of disgusting stimuli. 
 Again, we thank you for your participation in this study. If you know of any friends or acquaintances that 
are eligible to participate in this study, we request that you not discuss it with them until after they have had the 
opportunity to participate. Prior knowledge of questions asked during the study can invalidate the results. We 
greatly appreciate your cooperation. 
 If you have any questions regarding this study, please feel free to ask the researcher at this time. or Dr. 
Aspelmeier (email: jaspelme@radford.edu; telephone: 540 831-5520). 
 In the event that you feel emotionally or psychologically distressed by participation in this study, we 
encourage you to call Dr. Jeff Aspelmeier (contact info provided above). If you are unable to contact Dr. 
Aspelmeier we encourage you to contact the Counseling Center at Radford University and make an appointment. 
Their telephone number is (540) 831-5226. 
 Thanks again for your participation. 
 

 
 
 

Debriefing Form  
 
Thank you for participating as a research participant in the present study concerning your view of close 

relationships (Attachment) and disgust (Disgust Sensitivity). In this study you were placed in one of three 
experimental groups in order to manipulate the degree to which death related thoughts come to mind. Prior 
research has found that individual difference in attachment styles influence a variety of the effects of making an 
individual’s own mortality (death) salient to them (Mikulincer, & Florain, 2000). Further, it has been 
demonstrated that mortality salience can increase an individual’s self-reports of disgust sensitivity (Goldenberg, 
Pyszczynski, Greenberg, Solomon, Kluck, & Cornwell, 2001). The present study tests whether attachment styles 
influence the effects of mortality salience on disgust sensitivity. Also, the present study attempts to further 
validate the self report measure of Disgust Sensitivity, by having participants rate the level of disgust for 
videotaped segments of prime-time network television shows that depict varying degrees of disgusting stimuli. 
 Again, we thank you for your participation in this study. If you know of any friends or acquaintances that 
are eligible to participate in this study, we request that you not discuss it with them until after they have had the 
opportunity to participate. Prior knowledge of questions asked during the study can invalidate the results. We 
greatly appreciate your cooperation. 
 If you have any questions regarding this study, please feel free to ask the researcher at this time. or Dr. 
Aspelmeier (email: jaspelme@radford.edu; telephone: 540 831-5520). 
 In the event that you feel emotionally or psychologically distressed by participation in this study, we 
encourage you to call Dr. Jeff Aspelmeier (contact info provided above). If you are unable to contact Dr. 
Aspelmeier we encourage you to contact the Counseling Center at Radford University and make an appointment. 
Their telephone number is (540) 831-5226.  
 Thanks again for your participation. 
 


