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Communication modes
Language is essential to our lives.  We use language to communicate our feelings, to learn, and to think.  Languages and modes of communication used with deaf/hoh children impact their learning and language acquisition.  When choosing a communication mode, consider the child’s language abilities and learn about all manual and spoken options before making your decision.
1.  American Sign Language (ASL)

ASL is a visual-gesture language that only starts with hand communication.  Facial expressions, eye contact, body movement, and intensity of motions all combine to create meaning.  In the United States and Canada, ASL is the native sign language.  It has unique rules of syntax, morphology, semantics, pragmatics, and phonology.  
2.  Fingerspelling 

This uses hand configurations to represent the letters of the alphabet using the manual alphabet.  Generally, fingerspelling is used for words and names that have no known sign.  The manual alphabet is pictured below.
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3.  Spoken English – Students rely on lip reading, amplification, residual hearing, face expression, and gestures to understand the language spoken by hearing individuals.  This is a popular option for deaf students with hearing parents.

4.  Manually coded English – This sign system represents spoken English in a visual – gesture system.  Manually coded English is used often in educational programs to provide students with access to the English language.
5.  Pidgin Sign Language – Pidgin Sign is often used as a link between students who are ASL fluent and those who are fluent in English.  It is often used with voiceless speech and voiced speech.

6.  Gesture – This form of communication, while not a language, provides additional meaning to a shared language such as ASL or English.  It can also provide information between individuals who do not share a language.  Gesture is often used early in life in a symbolic way to express meaning and function.  

Instructional Approaches

1.  Auditory/Verbal – Students are encouraged to use hearing in whatever capacity that they can, and also use speech.  Lip-reading is discouraged.  This method is not feasible for those who are deaf.  
2.  Total Communication – This method uses speech and manually coded English.  Basically, this person using this method is using two forms of communication at once.  Students use simultaneous communication for academic and social discourse.  

3.  Bilingual Method – This method uses ASL to communicate the teaching of English.  Spoken English is not often used, and is viewed as the second language.  ASL is introduced as the student’s first language.
4.  Cued Speech – This method uses hand cues to supplement oral instruction.  Because many speech patterns are similar and hard to discern, a small set of hand cues was developed to distinguish between vowel and consonants.  This method is not a replacement for ASL.

5.  Oral/Aural – This method of instruction takes place in spoken English.  This method was used predominately until the 1970’s when sign took on higher usage.  This method incorporates instruction in spoken English, and requires students to use speech, lip reading, or auditory skills for communication.

Educational Placements/Programs

1.  Regular classroom - Since the passage of The Individuals with Disabilities Act (IDEA) in 1997, many students are being mainstreamed into regular classrooms in the public school system. In the regular classroom, your children receive instruction from the classroom teacher and engage in all aspects of the school day with their peers. In the regular classroom setting, students may have tutors or interpreters in the classroom with them.  There are also several options for sensory and assistive devices that can be considered for the hard of hearing.  Classroom teachers can accommodate the student by presenting lessons in a visual way, provide optimal seating for the student, and modify tests and assignments to ensure greater success.  Classroom teachers can develop positive and creative solutions to enhance the student surroundings to ensure that they are in the least restrictive environment with appropriate educational materials.
Cultural Impacts

Students who are deaf or hard of hearing can communicate in their own style while being immersed in the public school culture.  Deaf students have a positive and long-lasting impact on their peers and encourage diverse embracement.  
Academic impacts

The students will be exposed to regular public school curriculum and develop unique study habits that will prepare them to further their education later in life

Linguistic Impacts

Those that are educated in regular classroom settings have a language that impacts others.  Depending on the communication style used by the deaf or hard of hearing student, it is often integrated into the lives of other students and teachers in the learning community.  

Social Impacts

The students in the regular classroom will interact in a new way due to the addition of a deaf or hard of hearing student.  In an ideal situation, the communication style will progressively evolve into something that includes all, and is understood by many.   If the students do not have a group effort to include everyone in discussions, feelings of isolation can develop.  
2.  Resource Classroom- Opting for mainstreaming a deaf or hard of hearing child does not limit the experience to only the classroom walls.  Those who could benefit from pull-out programs from trained professionals are taken to a setting that provides the opportunity for individualized instruction.  While the majority of the school day is spent in the regular classroom, a portion of the students day is spent in the resource room receiving extra support in the subject areas, or speech and language therapy. Your child’s needs will be assessed, and trained professionals will develop the appropriate instructional lessons.  

Cultural Impacts

The impact of having a student being involved in two very different learning settings can have an impact on the student and school.  Research has shown that the greater amount of time spent in the regular classroom benefits the student.  If a student is spending more time in the resource room than the regular room, the program should be evaluated to determine the student needs and appropriate program for the child.  
Academic Impacts

The child will receive specialized instruction in the core subject areas of their need.  The child will also receive speech and language therapy which will help to develop communication skills.  The student may meet with other students who are deaf or hard of hearing, join in group lessons, or receive one on one instruction from a specialist.

Linguistic Impacts

The student may communicate with an interpreter, speech therapist, other students who are deaf, and hearing students all in one day.  The student will be exposed to these many forms of communication and will adapt and hone their skills through this process.

Social Impacts

Socially, there are impacts that will affect the student by being educated in two surroundings.  Students can adapt to this transition well when class discussions take place, and time lost between the two settings is minimized.  

3.  Separate Classroom - In separate classrooms, students receive content area instruction from a specialized teacher for the deaf.  During the school day, the student may interact socially with students in other classrooms during physical education, lunch, or other extra curricular activities.  Students within this class may have varying degrees of support services due to differing needs.  Your child will be accommodated in the same manner making the educational experience an appropriate one.
Cultural Impacts

Students are immersed in the Deaf culture in the self-contained classroom.  Students form strong bonds with other deaf students, teacher, and classroom aides.  

Academic Impacts

Students receive specialized instruction from a deaf trained teacher, which results in greater comprehension, understanding, and individualized instruction.  The students may also have access to TTY, and other special devices to enhance the educational experience.
Linguistic Impacts

Students are most commonly taught using a manual form of communication.  There are some schools though, that are trained in an oral method.  A communication style that serves your child’s needs in the most appropriate and lest restrictive way will be developed.   Being able to communicate directly with the classroom teacher is an added benefit.

Social Impacts

Your child will spend a greater portion of the day with students who have similar hearing difficulties.  Socially, students will be able to join in classroom discussions and participate more than in the regular classroom setting.

4.  Separate Day School - Schools specializing in teaching the deaf are sometimes referred to as day schools.  These schools employ teachers that are specially trained to teach the deaf.  This option can serve as a “happy medium” for many families that would like for their child to remain at home.  Students communicate directly with teachers and other students without the use of an interpreter.  This option is a popular one that is chosen in order to introduce students to others in the Deaf Community.  The schools are often located in urban areas, making accessibility difficult for those living in rural areas.  Within the day school, the same accommodations, services, and support are available for each student need.
Cultural Impacts


Students in the day school environment become a part of the Deaf community in a way like never before.  Having the option to freely communicate with others creates a sense of belonging and harmony.

Academic Impacts


Being educated by specially trained professionals for the deaf has a positive impact on students. Students receive this attention during all of the core subjects as well as extra-curricular areas.

Linguistic Impacts


Schools of this nature may use a variety of communication methods.  Being in an environment that uses a form of communication that is universal, applicable, and understandable by the student, helps academic and social growth.

Social Impacts


Hearing students are not enrolled in day schools for the deaf; therefore, students in day schools will be interacting with other deaf students.  
5.  Residential Facility - Residential facilities are most often state-funded, house, and educate deaf students.  These facilities employ, as day schools do, highly trained teachers for the deaf.  These schools can also serve as day schools for those students whose families live nearby.  In the residential facility, all core subject areas in addition to all extra-curricular activities are available.  The needs of deaf students are well planned for, no matter the differing students that attend.
Cultural Impacts


Students develop of sense of belonging and importance in the Deaf culture.  Students aren’t exposed to hearing students as often as non-hearing due to the fact of enrollment policies of each school

Academic Impacts


Being educated by specially trained professionals for the deaf has a positive impact on students. Students receive this attention during all of the core subjects as well as extra-curricular areas.

Linguistic Impacts

Schools of this nature may use a variety of communication methods.  Being in an environment that uses a form of communication that is universal, applicable, and understandable by the student, helps academic and social growth.

Social Impacts


Different schools and students use various communication styles, but having the ability to communicate among peers spurs social growth.

6.  Homebound/Hospital - Students who are educated in a homebound/hospital environment are most often identified as having “serious illness or accidents” that prevent them from being able to be out of that environment.  Being homebound is typically mistaken for being home schooled.  Teachers and parents must collaboratively develop a program that best serves the student.  In situations such as these, the hearing impairment is often not the “primary disability”. 
Cultural Impacts


The student in the homebound/hospital environment may be there either for short or long term periods of time.  The length of their stay may impact interaction with others.  Networks/connections in the Deaf community can be created in order to maximize interactions.

Academic Impacts


Specially trained teachers and parents combine efforts to ensure content learned, methods learned, and communication to best serve the child.

Linguistic Impacts


The student may communicate with the assigned teacher or interpreter using the designated form of communication.  These forms could range from oral, to manual, to ASL.

Social Impacts


The length of the homebound/hospital stay could impact social interaction with peers and adults.  The student can be integrated into the Deaf community by means of networks created.

Language Development

Research supports the idea that deaf children have the same stages and sequences of language development as hearing students do.  Of course the stages in a deaf student’s life can be centered around signing in addition to oral methods.  
The four components of language are:

· Syntax – The structure of language that involves how the morphemes (the smallest meaningful units of grammatical form) are combined into words and how words are combined into sentences.

· Semantics – The meaning of language that the rules of language are learned through.

· Pragmatics – Involves the different ways that language is used for interaction and communication with others.

· Phonology – Involves the sound patterns of language.  In ASL, phonology refers to the small movements and parts of holds of the sign.

Tips for language development in deaf children:

· Engaging in meaningful conversation with adults

· Exposure to consistent language models

· Exposure to complete language models

· Interaction with peers using meaningful communication
· Interaction with peers using play and meaningful communication

· Exposure to books and print

· Engaging in conversation with those who communicate in the same way

Tips for creating a language rich home environment

· Make available books, magazines, newspapers, writing utensils, and paper

· Serve as a model for your child by reading, writing, and communicating 

· Using consistent words for certain objects

· Labels placed around the home 

· Make visits to your local free public library

· Use meal-time for sharing, and communicating with family members

· Ask questions!  Your child needs to know that their opinions and feelings are valid

Services

This brief list represents some of the most helpful and beneficial services to you and your child.  Services range from hands-on assessments, hearing aide fittings, Deaf advocacy, and speech services.
Local Services 

· Virginia Tech – They provide services such as interpreters, C-Print captioning (writes as you speak – it transcribes lectures onto a laptop in real time), note taking, assistive devices, and telecommunication devices for the deaf. http://www.ssd.vt.edu/islshome.htm
· Radford University’s Waldron College of Nursing - Provides speech assessment, therapy, audiology services, and speech-language pathology services.  http://www.radford.edu/~dro/fac_services.html#deafhoh
Regional Services

· Newborn Audiology in Marion, VA - participates in the Virginia Department of Health Newborn Hearing Screening now mandated by the State of Virginia to ensure early detection of hearing loss.

· Virginia Registry of Interpreters for the Deaf - provides interpreting services for the deaf and hard of hearing.  http://www.vrid.org/ 

· Virginia Relay—sponsored by VDDHH (Virginia Dept for the Deaf and Hard of Hearing)  This organization is responsible for providing TTY phone services in cooperation with the phone companies.  http://www.varelay.org/
· VSDB – a residential/ or day school with Pk-12 grades that serves deaf students http://www.vsdb.state.va.us/
· Northern Virginia Resource Center for Deaf and HOH persons – Provide services such as education, advocacy, meetings, fundraising for hearing aides, info on assistive devices
· Virginia Dept for the Deaf and Hard of Hearing – dedicated to the welfare of deaf individuals in Virginia.  They provide interpreter programs, as well as a directory of qualified interpreters, information concerning legislature and the laws about deafness, and screen interpreters for assurance they are qualified.  http://www.vddhh.org/
National Services
· National association for the deaf (NAD) – Provides guidelines and services for ASL teachers.  This organization advocates for deaf topics such as education, technology, captioning, legal rights, interpreting information, etc. www.nad.org
· American Academy of Audiology – The AAA helps the deaf and hard of hearing find audiologists, interpret audiograms, and manage treatment.  The AAA also dispenses and fits hearing aids www.audiology.org
Support

Always feel free to contact me for additional information, help, guidance, and support.  

My information is below:

Caroline Gaskins

P.O. Box 3403

Radford, VA 24143

cgaskins@radford.edu
Available parent mentors for additional support:
Friendly Franny

123 First Street

Radford, VA 24141

Yourfriendlyparentmentor@aol.com
Helpful Harry

123 Second Street

Radford, VA 24141

themosthelpfulharry@aol.com
