Historical Highlights!

     Bowling has been traced to articles found in an Egyptian tomb. The child, buried in 5200 B.C. was interred with primitive implements of the game, which included nine pieces of stone and a stone ball. 

The Ancient Polynesians also had a game similar to bowling. They rolled stone balls at stone pins 60 feet away, a distance which today is still one of the basic regulations of tenpins. Bowling at pins probably originated in ancient Germany as a religious ceremony. It later evolved into a game and spread throughout Europe, the Scandinavian countries and finally to the United States. The earliest known reference to bowling in this country was made by author Washington Irving about 1818 in his story "Rip Van Winkle" 

Although the game was played throughout the world, rules and even basic equipment were different everywhere. Bowling became so popular by the mid-19th century that indoor lanes were being built in nearly every city boasting a large German population. 

Another very important organization in the history of bowling began in St.Louis 21 years later. Ellen Kelly and 39 other women formed what is now the Women's International Bowling Congress, an organization that now boasts over 4 million members. 

Today, more than 50 million people bowl each year in the United states and nearly 10 million regularly compete in league play. 


"Bowling...Some Fascinating Footnotes On the Sport Throughout History" 

  Bowling balls and pins have been discovered in the tombs of ancient Egyptian Kings, dating back to 5200 B.C. 

  British circum navigator Sir Francis Drake introduced the game of bowling to the new world. 

  In fourth century Germany, bowling was incorporated into religious ceremonies. It was held that players who could knock the pins down were of good character. 

  A thousand years later, Martin Luther was known to be an avid bowler.. when he wasn't busy with the founding of Protestantism. 

  In Britain, both King Edward II and Richard II banned bowling because they felt their subjects were wasting too much time playing the sport and too little time paying homage to them. 

  While the British imported lawn bowling into North America, it was early German settlers who introduced ninepins, the ancient game that evolved into today's tenpin sport. 

  The tenth pin was added in the 1800's in New York and other cities as a way around legislation that outlawed the popular ninepin game due to excessive wagering. 

