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Go for the Gold!

by Bretny Khamphavong

Most PBL members are of its total number of
aware that a Gold Seal local chapters can be
Chapter Award of Merit selected by a state de-
exists, but if you have pending on whichever is
never been in a chaptergreater.

that has once received

it, then you probably  Local chapters may par-
don't have a clue what itticipate in a variety of

is! activities to inch closer

The award is also known
as the Hollis and Kitty
Guy Award.It recog-
nizes outstanding local
chapters that have ac-
tively participated in
projects and programs
identified with the goals
of FBLAPBL.

to receiving this excep-
All active local chapters tional award. Your
are eligible, but each  chapter may have al-
local chapter must first ready:
submit one copy of their

Local Chapter Annual 9
Business Report to the
state chair, and from
there, it will be up to q
the state chair to submit
a nomination entry form
to the National Cen-

ter. Itis a requirement ¢
to be on record with the
FBLAPBL National Cen-
ter by paying dues for atq|
least five members by
October 20.Two chap-
ters or up to 15 percent

Sent representatives
to Leadership Con-
ferences,
participated in the
Career and Member-
ship Achievement
Program (CMAP),
recruited at least two
professional division
members,

run a candidate for a
state or regional of-
fice,

I or encouraged other
schools to organize
FBLA or PBL chap-
ters.

These are just a few
guidelines local chapters
may follow. The Na-
tional Office recom-
mends that the State
Office should use these
suggested criteria in the
evaluation process. The
number of nominations
verified by the National
Office determines the
number of awards pre-
sented at the NLC.

Please reference the
Chapter Management
Handbook if you are
looking for more infor-
mation. If you have
guestions, contact your
state officers awir-
giniaphibetalambda@g
mail.com If you think
your chapter may qual-
ify, be sure to send in
your Local Chapter An-
nual Business Report in
order to be considered
for entry. Good luck lo-
cal chapters!Don't for-
get to stay active and
keep striving for the
Gold!

Important Dates

> February 7 -13
-FBLA-PBL Week

February 10
-FBLA-PBL Adviser
Appreciation Day

March 1
-State and National
dues deadline

April 10
-PBL State Leadership
Conference

May 14

-Nashville, Tennessee
Early Bird Registra-
tion deadline

-March of Dimes: Mis-
sion LIFT report dead-
line

-National Officer ap-
plication deadline

July 9-12
-NLC in Nashville,
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For more
information on
the outstanding
chapter awards,
visit our website
www.vafbla -
pbl.org . More
information on
the March of
Dimes can be
found on their
website: www.ma
rchofdimes. com

Help Support March
of Dimes!

Virginia PBL members explore Baltimore The National Fall Leadership Conference The Convention Center is located near
Bal ti

between workshops.

Simply the Best!
By Kara Rogers

Are you a regional offi-
cer? What about a local
chapter president?Do
you know who the FBLA
PBL State Specialist

the steeple pictured be-
low. She pointed out that
Donald Trump uses the
steeple, right before he

is? Virginia FBLA and PBL fires people on The Ap-
prentice.

members scattered
throughout the room, ask-
ing these questions and
more at the Virginia State
Meeting at the Baltimore
National Fall Leadership
Conference.Members
participated in an FBLEA
PBL scavenger hunt, or- 4
ganized by FBLA State Offi- pBL Members had the
cers. The meetlng kicked opportumty to attend
off two days of informa-  workshops on Saturday
tive workshops and moti- covering a variety of top-
vational speakers. ics, including tips on in-
creasing employability,
The opening session for negotiation skills, and
the NFLC was held directlyideas on how to get your
after the Virginia meet- chapter noticed.Virginia
ing. Keynote speaker, PBL state officers, Kara
Janine Driver, entertained Rogers and Bretny Kham-
and informed the audi- phavong attended he Art
ence with her knowledge of Negotiation a work-
as a body language ex-  shop hosted by former
pert. She picked students PBL National Officer, Eric
to demonstrate various
types of handshakes and
to show good body lan-
guage practices on and Virgin Islands PBL
stage. Driver also showed members.

versity. Negotiations en-

was held at the Baltimore Convention
Center.

gestures of power, such as

Weignberg of Rutgers Uni-

sued between Virginia PBL

in Baltimore, Maryland

PBL Eastern Region Vice
President Mark Comaty
also hosted a workshop,
titted Make Your Chapter
Simply the BestAssisted
by National Secretary,
Geoffrey Long, Comaty
discussed the Outstanding
Chapter Program and out-
lined the activities chap-
ters must participate in to
become eligible for the
awards.

The closing session was
led by keynote speaker,
Gerald JonesJones is a
motivational speaker and
he wasted no time getting
the entire audience out of
their seats.Cheers and
chants erupted from the
crowd throughout his
hour long talk.Following
the closing session, a fund-
raising event was held for
the March of
Dimes. Students
were encouraged to
bring a few dollars to
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