March 3, 2005

STATEMENT OF GOVERNOR MARK R. WARNER

To the distinguished members of the Radford University Board of Visitors, the Pulaski County Board of Supervisors, the Radford City Council, and all the members of the campus community and other invited guests,

Congratulations on the appointment of Penny Kyle as the 6th president of Radford University.  Penny has demonstrated tremendous energy, innovation, and competency for over ten years at the Virginia Lottery, earned the trust of three governors, and served as an outstanding leader at the state level.  I am delighted that she will soon be doing the same at one of Virginia’s great universities.  This is truly a case where Virginia’s loss is also Virginia’s gain.

Penny follows another distinguished leader who has had success in numerous academic, civic, and professional activities.  President Covington is retiring after over 40 years of service to higher education, including 10 years as Radford’s president.  Under his leadership, Radford has grown in enrollment and stature.  Today, it is a strong, well-managed institution, with a respected and dedicated faculty and staff.  It truly is poised for the next level of greatness and Virginians owe him a debt of gratitude.

I am confident that Penny Kyle will make the transition to the academic world with grace.  She has a longstanding commitment to higher education in the Commonwealth, having served on the Board of Visitors at James Madison University and the foundation boards at JMU and Virginia Commonwealth University.  She has kept the Lottery’s mandate to fund education front and center since the legislature made that commitment in 1999.  She also brings to Radford a remarkable record of financial stewardship from her tenure at the Lottery.  But most importantly, Penny Kyle is a force of nature, who will inspire the University community as you prepare for your next century.

These are exciting times to be in higher education.  As a result of tax reform and an improving economy, we have made new investments in faculty, research, academic programs, and student services.  Through the restructuring legislation passed by the 2005 General Assembly, we are embarking on a new relationship between Richmond and our colleges and universities.  I look forward to working with all of you to help make certain that our system of higher education is responsive to and meets the needs of the citizens of the Commonwealth.

Again, congratulations and best wishes.

Sincerely,

Mark R. Warner

